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ROJAVA:

THE SDF REGAIN RAQQA FROM ISIS, WHILE TURKEY THREATENS AFRIN

espite the setting up of
“de-escalation zones”,
the destruction caused
by air strikes has domi-
nated this month’s mili-
tary news in Syria. The Syrian
Human Rights Centre (SHRC)
noted on 2 October over 3,000 vic-
tims in a month’s time, 1,000 of
whom were civilians, including
200 children and 150 women,
mainly from Syrian and Russian
air strikes. However the principal
news is the announcement by the
SDF of their taking Raqqa, ISIS’s
“capital” in Syria. Here too, the air
strikes, this time carried out by the
US-led coalition, left the city com-
pletely destroyed.
On the 29th September the SDF

had announced they had taken the
“Califate’s” administrative centre,
then on 1st October that they con-
trolled 90% of the town, tightening
their stranglehold on the enemy’s
last enclave: the hospital, the sta-
dium and a few blocks of flats.
Here they were faced with the
jihadists” most dogged resistance,
using their common tactics: mov-
ing around through tunnels long
prepared in advance, snipers, sui-
cide attacks and using civilians as
human shields (the number of
civilians trapped there being esti-
mated by UNO at 8,000). On the
8th the SDF indicated they were
about to launch the final offensive.
On the 11th they announced dis-
cussions to allow the evacuation

of the last 4,000 remaining civil-
ians being held by 300 to 400
jihadists. On the 14th the Kurdish
YPG militia announced that the
town could be liberated “today or
tomorrow”, as the jihadists
seemed increasingly to prefer to
surrender than to fight to the
death. To limit the already high
casualties, negotiations were start-
ed to secure the surrender and
evacuation of the jihadists. The
Western members of the coalition
were worried at the return to their
country of origin could carry the
danger of fresh attacks... On the
15th, after a communiqué
announcing an agreement to
“evacuate the civilians remaining
in the town and ensure that 275




n° 391 ¢ October 2017

* 2 « Information and liaison bulletin

local mercenaries (jihadists) and
their families surrender” an SDF
spokesman, Cthan $éx Ehmed,
announced that the battle was “in
its final phase”. According to a
senior SDF leader, the Syrian and
foreign jihadists leaving the town
would go to areas held by ISIS in
Deir Ezzor Province.

On the 17th, the SDF announced
that the town was totally regained,
and Rojda Felat, one of the officers
of the “Wrath of the Euphrates”
operation celebrated the victory by
raising the flag of the YP] women
fighters in the very place where
ISIS had carried out its executions,
al-Naim Square. On the 19th it was
announced that the city’s adminis-
tration had been handed over to a
Civic Council of local public fig-
ures and tribal chiefs and to a 3000-
man strong police force, and
Raqqa’s joining “a federal and
decentralised” Syria.

Despite its series of reversals, ISIS
still remains dangerous: on the
12th the Kurdish Red Crescent
announced that a triple suicide
attack with car bombs took place at
Abu Fas, further East, causing at
least 50 deaths. The Jihadists still
hold half of Deir Ezzor Province,
and in particular the two strategic
towns of Mayadine and Boukamal
in the Euphrates valley leading to
the Iraqi border. There has been
fighting for Mayadine all through
the month: the SHRC announced
on the 6th that the Syrian govern-
ment’s forces had entered it but
ISIS was able to regain control
before “collapsing” on the 14th,
according to military sources,
against the Syrian army — and
Russian air strikes.

In Deir Ezzor Province ISIS is con-
fronting two simultaneous attacks,
by the Syrian Army and by the
SDF. These two forces are in an
ambiguous face-to-face situation,
alternating between challenging
one another and unofficial co-ordi-
nation — relations doubtless simi-

lar to those of their respective
“patrons” — Russia and Iran in the
regime’s case and the USA for the
SDF. On the government side,
beyond the Army and the
Republican Guard, are also taking
part in the assault on the provincial
capital the Lebanese Hezbollah and
various tribal militia and Shaitat
fighters. On the SDF side there is
also the Deir Ezzor Military
Council, consisting mainly of
Arabs of that city who is leading
the attack. The two camps are
clearly seeking to prepare for the
post-ISIS situation holding the best
strategic cards possible: for the
regime, over and above the sym-
bolic victory that the complete
regaining of Deir Ezzor would be,
the province’s oil is also an impor-
tant objective and it must move
fast to prevent the SDF from
repeating the Raqqa operation and
so extend their area of influence in
the East. For the SDF the aim is no
longer the province’s capital,
which is likely to be taken by the
regime, but securing the South of
the adjoining province, Hassakeh
— and also, naturally, the oil, of
paramount economic importance
for the North Syrian Federation.
Finally the SDF is seeking to avoid
being hemmed in by advancing
either East or West.

ISIS’s days are clearly numbered, at
any rate in terms of controlling ter-
ritory. The regime has long avoided
attacking the jihadists, who played
the part of bogeyman to the inter-
national community. However,
once the opposition brought to its
knees with Russian help,
Damascus now aims at regaining
the whole of “its territories”.
During recent months Damascus
has concentrated on Deir Ezzor
and its oil, leaving Raqqa in the
hands of the coalition and the SDF,
which now controls more than a
quarter of the country, in which
they gave set up an autonomous
region. Once ISIS eliminated, the
North Syrian Federation, with a
strong likelihood of a rapid with-

drawal of US support, would find
itself alone faced with Damascus -
plus still a permanent threat from
Turkey to the North. Rather than
enter in direct confrontation with a
regime that enjoys Russian sup-
port, its leaders might try to com-
promise. To do this the Russians
seem easier to approach than
Damascus directly, especially as the
latter has little room for manoeuvre
face to those who had saved it. In
this respect it is interesting to note
that Syrian Army reports have
noted, on the 19th, an agreement
negotiated with the SDF... by
Russia, whereby Russian troops
were able to enter the Koneko gas
fields, taken from ISIS at the end of
September. In the 22nd the SDF
announced on their web site that
they had regained from ISIS the Al-
Omar oil fields in Deir Ezzor
Province, thus forestalling the
regime that was also trying to take
them from Mayadine, 10 km to the
West. Al-Omar is one of Syria’s
largest oil fields. According to the
SHRC the SDF have also taken dur-
ing the night the Al-Sayjane field,
just North of Al-Omar.

However the SDF are not the only
ones to have contacts with Russia.
Turkey is also present on this field.
Already confronted with the
Kurdistan Region in Iraq, the
Turkish president does not, at any
price, want the North Syrian
Federation to become permanent.
If the two Kurdish regions became
closer, Ankara’s control of its own
Kurds could become impossible...
Erdogan’s “anti-Kurdish obses-
sion” is so strong that as soon as
the PYD made some territorial
gains he distanced himself from the
Syrian opposition and started dis-
cussions with the Russians and
Iranians. The SDF could rightly
worry about a repetition of “the
Russo-Turkish deal” of last August,
when Turkey seems to have
obtained its entry into Syria in
exchange for “dropping” its sup-
port of the rebels in Aleppo, espe-
cially as Erdogan has never missed
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an opportunity for months past of
repeating Afrin must be taken from
the “terrorists”.

Ostensibly, Turkey is aiming at
Idlib, South of Afrin. This is the last
Northwestern Syrian province still
in rebel hands, and which makes
up one of the 4 “de-escalation
zones” negotiated between
Russians, Turks and Iranians last
May. Turkish tanks and members
of its special forces are concentrat-
ed near Reyhanli, South of the
Turkish province of Hatay and
barely 25 km Southwest of Afrin,
thus potentially able to attack from
the rear this most Western of
Rojava’s “Cantons”. The aim of this
operation, which should be started
by elements of the Free Syrian
Army (FSA) (the same, according
to Hiirriye as those who had
accompanied the Turkish troops to
Jerablous last August) is to drive
out of the Province the Tahrir al-
Sham, a jihadist coalition of domi-
nated by elements of Jabhat al-
Nosra, formerly the Syrian al-
Qaida. However, the situation is
ambiguous to say the least. If on
the 8th, while the Turkish troops
were dismantling the frontier wall
on preparation for their advance
into Syrian territory, there were
some exchanges of mortar fire with
this organisation, and on the 10th
elements of the pro-Turkish FSA
again clashed with them, the Iraqi
Kurdish television channel Radaw
reported on the 9th the testimony
of several witnesses that the
Turkish troops had been escorted
by members of Tahrir al-Sham to

begin surveying operations barely
a few km South of Afrin in the
Darat el-Ezzah region. They had
then been the target of mortar fire
from areas held by the YPG. On the
same day President Erdogan again
declared that Turkey would be
“obliged to destroy” any “terrorist
corridor” in the North of Syria.

While this Turkish operation was
announced as carried with Russian
agreement, on the 14th the Syrian
Foreign Minister published a com-
muniqué demanding the “immedi-
ate withdrawal and without prior
conditions” of the Turkish troops,
describing their “incursion” as a
“flagrant aggression” “unconnect-
ed with any agreements between
the principal countries taking part
with the Astana discussions but in
breach of these agreements”.
Corroborating the news broadcast
by Radaw, the communiqué made
the point that the Turkish incursion
was made accompanied by mem-
bers of the Al-Nosra Front, thus
testifying to the “close relations
between Turkey and the terrorists
groups” (Xinhua). From their side,
Rezan Gilo, a senior official respon-
sible for the Rojava self-defence
units declared on Kurdistan 24 that
“the Turkish incursion [was] aimed
at foiling the Kurdish project in
North Syria and at besieging
Afrin” and that Turkey was “not
interested in fighting terrorist
organisations”. These facts show
that the Turkish incursion is not an
anti-jihadist operation except as a
bit of “eye wash” but rather to pre-
vent the extension to the

Mediterranean of the “PYD corri-
dor” by setting up elements
favourable to Turkey at Idlib — an
objective curiously symmetrical to
that of the regime in Deir Ezzor.

On the 16th 2,000 extra men set
themselves up between the Kurds
and the Syrian opposition to pre-
pare for a new development, set-
ting up observation posts and
defence works — particularly on
Mount Cheikh Barakat, just facing
Afrin, but also at Daret Izza, 30 km
South and on Mount Seman,
which, together with Az, 20 km to
the Northeast could serve as a base
for an attack.

Such an operation would require
Russian agreement. For the
moment the latter is continuing to
develop its contacts with the
authorities of the “North Syrian
Federation”: on the 31st, while the
seventh session was beginning at
Astana, which should finalise the
“de-escalation zones” (the Kurds
being still excluded by the Turkish
veto) the Russians invited the latter
to a “Congress of of Syrian
Peoples”, recently announced by
Vladimir Putin. This is due to bring
together the different Syrian ethnic
groups at Sochi mid-November.
The PYD representative in Russia,
Abd Salam Ali, declared that a
plan for the federalisation of Syria
could be discussed there, while dis-
cussions on the future Federal
Region are due to take place at the
same time in Syria... on the
Russian  military base of
Khmeimim.

TURKEY:

RAIDS, ARRESTS AND SENTENCES AGAINST THE HDP, THE MEDIA
AND HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

he judicial proceedings
that are taking place this
month in Turkey are
aimed higgledy-pig-
gledy at civilians and
military officers accused of taking
part in the attempted coup d’état of
15th July 2015: journalists, Human

Rights defenders, elected represen-
tatives and simple members of the
“pro-Kurdish” opposition party,
the HDP — to sum up all and
sundry — real coup suspects (but
don’t expect fair trial conditions...)
and political frame-ups.

On 4th October, 40 of the accused

found guilty of attempting to
assassinate President Erdogan dur-
ing the coup were sentenced to life
imprisonment, including Brigadier
General Goékhan Sonmezates,
described as the head of the group
charged with this “mission”. On
the 9th began the trial of 143 ex-sol-
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diers began. These were on the
Istanbul bridge where the clashes
during the coup caused the death
of dozens of civilians, and are fac-
ing life sentences as well.
According to a security source,
after the Konya Public Prosecutor
had issued 70 arrest warrants, 30
soldiers incriminated by other
already arrested Gulenist suspects
were arrested in Konya, Ankara,
Eskisehir, Istanbul, Izmir, Kayseri
and Yalova provinces, the others
being actively sought. According to
the same source, another operation
launched from Tokat in 14
provinces led to the arrest of 14 sol-
diers and 5 civilians. Finally the
30th, the mass trial of over 220 sus-
pected putschists, including the
former commander of the Air Force
Akin Oztiirk and other high-rank-
ing officers.

Regarding Human Rights defend-
ers, the month began with by the
Istanbul Public Prosecutors Office
request of sentences of 7 to 15
years gaol for 11 activists, includ-
ing Idil Eser, the director of Am
Annesty International’s office in
Turkey and Taner Kilig, its presi-
dent, together with a German citi-
zen, Peter Steudtner, and a
Swede, Ali Gharavi — all arrested
on 5th July during a training
workshop covering the protection
of data and all accused of “assist-
ing an armed terrorist organisa-
tion”, except Mr. Kilig, arrested in
June and accused of “member-
ship in a terrorist organisation”:
the evidence for this being that
the police would have found on
his telephone the coded messag-
ing application ByLock, that
Ankara considers is the putchists’
principal means of communica-
tion. It should be noted that they
were all arrested before the
“coup” and that the charge sheet
mentions, in an implausible man-
ner, three different terrorist
organisations: “FETO”
((Fethullahg1 Teror Orgiitii, a
name that Ankara has attributed
to the Gulenist organisation),

PKK, and DHKP-C, the name of a
tiny far-left group. On the 25th,
the court released on bail eight of
the accused, including Idil Eser
and the two foreigners but kept
Kili¢ in detention. On the 11th the
Wall Street Journal announced the
in absentia condemnation of its
journalist Ayla Albayrak to two
years and one month for “terror-
ist propaganda”. Turco-Finnish
dual national, she had been
charged in April 2016 following
an article published in 2015 cov-
ering the fighting at Silopi
between the security forces and
the PKK. In this article she inter-
viewed the mayor, a government
official and a leader of a local
association considered “terrorist”
by Ankara. On the 20th five jour-
nalists of two news agencies
launched only the month before,
Jin News (an agency run entirely
by women) and Mezopotamya
were arrested, including the
director of Jin, Sibel Yukler. Other
hearings are planned beginning
of next month for the cases of the
Cumhuriyet journalists and the
novelist Asli Erdogan, accused of
supporting terrorists or terror
propaganda.

The hunting down of members
and elected representatives of the
“pro-Kurdish” People’s
Democratic Party (HDP) is also
being pursued. On the 3rd the
Member of Parliament, Besime
Konca, was stripped of her office
after a vote in Parliament, in
accordance with a procedure
launched against her because of
her being “sentenced by a court”
in accordance with article 84 of
the Constitution. The decision
was read out in Parliament, the
other HDP Members banging
their desks in Protest. On the
5ththe Diyarbekir Court sen-
tenced the GDP spokesman,
Osman Baydemir, to 1 year, 5
months and 15 days jail for hav-
ing described, in 2012, 3 police-
men as “fascists and worthless
people”. On the 6th the HDP M.P.

for Mus and lawyer Burcu Celik
Oskan, the mother of a 3 year-old
daughter, incarcerated since last
April, was sentenced to 6 years
imprisonment for “supporting a
terrorist group”: her “support” to
PKK was that she had attended
the funeral of a PKK fighter. On
the 9th (at Bursa) and on the 10th
(in Ankara) there were demon-
strations commemorating the sui-
cide attack of 10 October 2015,
near Ankara station that had
caused 103 deaths and 500
injured among HDP sympathis-
ers, and protesting the complicity
of the Turkish State with ISIS.
These demonstrations were vio-
lently dispersed. The police also
arrested 5 HDP members in Bursa
Province after searching their
homes. The 19th, the Gaziantep
Court of appeal approved the
sentence of 4 years and 7 months
for Ferhat Encii, one of the 10
HDP Members of Parliament
imprisoned, who thus now faces
losing his M.P. status. The routine
of charging, sentencing and strip-
ping of term of office has now
reached “cruising speed”: the
number of HDP M.Pss has already
dropped from 59 to 54...

The RTUK, the High Council of
Radio and Television (Radyo ve
Televizyon Ust Kurulu) has also
participated in the repression: on
the 16th it dismissed several of its
HDP members, whose seats were
given to AKP representatives
(membership in the Council is
supposed to be in proportion to
the number of parliamentary
seats held by each party). The
HDP protested officially against
this decision that it described as
“illegal”.

According to Amnesty
International, since the state of
emergency, already renewed 4
times, 150,000 people have been
targeted for legal information, of
whom 50,000 have been impris-
oned and over 100,000 fired. Over
3,800 NGOs and 180 press organi-
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sations have been closed and
2,500 media professionals fired.
According to the Turkish
Journalists’ Association, 160 are
in “preventive detention”. The
HDP, in addition to its two co-
presidents, Demirtas and
Yiiksekdag, has 8 M.P.s, 80 may-
ors and thousands of its members
behind bars...

Internationally this repression
always arouses verbal condemna-
tion: on the 6th the experts of con-
stitutional law of the Venice
Commission, a consultative organ
of the Council of Europe, criti-
cised the eviction of local elected
HDP representatives, describing
it as an “exercise without any
judicial control of a discretionary
control of the work of the munici-
palities concerned”. Considering
that the emergency decree used
“went beyond what is allowed by
the international standards and
the Turkish Constitution”, they
called for the repeal of the mea-
sures allowing the appointment
of unelected managers and the
definition of a legal framework
allowing “the reintegration of the
suspended or dismissed local
elected representatives if the
charges against them linked to
terrorism do not lead to criminal
sentences”. Those terms were
approved by 24 members of the
Council of Europe’s
Parliamentary Assembly, coming
from 16 countries and 5 different
political groups who published a
declaration calling for the imme-
diate release of the HDP
Members of Parliament, in partic-
ular its two co-Presidents, as well
as the CHP Member Enis
Berberoglu, and the launching of
an enquiry by the member coun-
tries — demands that have little
chance of succeeding.

More concretely, following the
arrest early October of one of its
Turkish staff members, the US
Embassy in Ankara announced
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the suspension of the issuing of
visas other than those for long
sojourn — which provoked an
identical measure from the
Turkish side. In a communiqué
published on the Embassy web-
site, the Ambassador John Bass,
declared he had been unable to
obtain any information about the
cause of the arrest or any evi-
dence. Note that Ankara still
demands the extradition of the
preacher Fethullah Giilen,
accused of being behind the
“attempted putsch”. Confronted
with demands of proof by the
American legal system, the
Turkish President had proposed
exchanging Gulen with an
American Presbyterian minister,
Andrew Brunson, arrested in
2016 because of doubtful accusa-
tions of terrorism and espionage
and still detained in Turkey!

Besides, the Turkish govern-
ment’s secret services (MIT), the
Higher Education Council (YOK,
Yiiksek Ogretim Kurulu) and sev-
eral ultranationalist organisations
of the diaspora (in particular
Dogu Perincek’s Country Party
(Vatan Partisi) a well known
denier of the Armenian genocide)
have all been accused this month
of activities abroad to intimidate
fellow countrymen engaged in
activities of which they disap-
prove or of illegally sending the
Turkish State confidential infor-
mation about them. According to
a 9th October report of PJMedia, a
conference about the Armenian
genocide jointly organised by the
Turkish private university
Sabanci, the University of
Michigan, the Dornsife Institute
of Armenian Studies of South
California University and
Potsdam Lepsiushaus was the
target of a violent campaign by
the YOK and Perincek that
caused several Turkish
researchers to cancel their partici-
pation. Perincek in particular
declared on 6 September that

seminaries of the conference
devoted to the community and
fate of Kurds and Armenians
were “in the service of Kurdistan,
or more exactly of the ‘Second
Israel’ of American imperialism”.
Another ultranationalist party,
the Halkin Kurtulus Partisi has
filed a complaint for “insulting
Tukish identity” (article 301 of the
Turkish penal code) against the
presidents of the Universities of
Ko¢ and Sabanci and 2 partici-
pants to the conference. In paral-
lel, suspicions of infiltration of the
German police by members of the
Turkish MIT have again emerged
following articles published by
the news agency ANF (close to
the PKK) and in the German
magazine Spiegel, which pro-
voked an enquiry.

Regarding the violence between
the PKK and the Turkish Army,
soldiers were killed by bombs det-
onated at the passage of their
vehicle all through the month: on
the 4th at Yiiksekova, in Hakkari
province (4 killed, 4 wounded); on
the 14th at Siirt (7 wounded, 2
seriously) and on the 17th in the
region of Zab (North Iraq), 4 other
were killed (2 different bomb
attacks). The Army announced it
had retaliated, in this region, with
air strikes that killed 8 PKK fight-
ers. Finally from a security source,
on the 23rd a bomb using the
same procedure again killed a sol-
dier in Hakkari.

Finally according to the State
agency Anatolie, 5 members of
the PKK were intercepted and
killed by the security forces on
the Mediterranean coast, in
Western Turkey at Kdycegiz
(Mugla), a region very much vis-
ited by foreign tourists, but the
PKK later accused the Turkish
security of extrajudicial execu-
tions: 5 young men arrested in a
car subsequently disappeared,
though the local media did not
report any clashes...
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IRAQI KURDISTAN:

USING THE REFERENDUM AS AN EXCUSE, BAGHDAD ATTACKS KURDISTAN, IN
THE INDIFFERENCE OF “INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY”

he 25th September refer-

endum, organised by the

Kurdistan = Regional

Government (KRG) but

also covering those terri-
tories disputed with Baghdad, took
place as planned, giving the “YES”
of 93% of the votes cast. Its immedi-
ate effect was a repetition of the
“Saadabad Pact” — the treaty
whereby Iraq, Iran and Turkey col-
laborated in 1937 to repress the
Kurdish movement. The Iragi cen-
tral government that itself showed
little respect for the Iraqi
Constitution of 2005 used the excuse
of the “unconstitutional” character
of the referendum to rapidly apply
sanctions and make fresh demands
on the KRG to strangle it economi-
cally while attacking it by armed
force. The “international communi-
ty”, and particularly the Western
powers, preferred to look the other
way, forgetting the role of the
Peshmergas in the fight against ISIS
to defend their values.

Setting as from 27th September can-
celling the referendum as a pre-con-
dition for opening any discussions,
the Iraqi Prime Minister rapidly
began carrying out “legal measures”
against the KRG which the latter
denounced as “collective punish-
ments”. The banning on the 29th of
all international flights from
Kurdistan (apart from humanitarian,
military or diplomatic ones) forced
most foreigners, working there with-
out Iraqi visas, to leave. As a condi-
tion for renewal of flights, Abadi
demanded control of the Kurdish
airports. On the 30th Iran, which
had already stopped air connections
with Kurdistan, banned all land
transport of oil products; the Iragi
Parliament voted the closing of all
border posts held by the KRG, thus
making goods transiting there
smuggled goods. Baghdad also
imposed restrictions on Kurdish
banks. These clearly punitive mea-

sures only aroused indifference
abroad. Thus the United States,
declaring not recognising the refer-
endum, called for the opening of
discussions — already refused by
Baghdad — thus implicitly demand-
ing that Kurdistan give in.

This situation worsened the already
severe political crisis in Kurdistan.
On 1st October the Referendum
High Council was replaced by a
“Kurdistan political direction”,
presided as was its predecessor by
Masud Barzani. This consisted of
members of the KDP, the PUK and
the other parties except for Gorran,
the principal opposition. This new
body is charged with “managing the
consequences of the poll, particular-
ly relations with Baghdad and
neighbouring countries” (AFP).
Gorran immediately opposed set-
ting up this body, describing it as
“political regression”.

On the 2nd the military threat
increased, with joint Iraqgi-Iranian
army manoeuvres in Iran opposite
the Kurdish border posts, while
Baghdad demanded the withdrawal
of the Peshmergas from te disputed
areas, which the KRG refused. In the
middle of these tensions, the death
was announced from Berlin on the
3rd of Jalal Talabani, the former
President of Iraq and founder of the
PUK. His body was flown to
Suleimaniyah on the 6th for a funer-
al that brought together a great
number of political figures, Kurdish,
Iraqi and foreign (see separate arti-
cle). On the 6th the Iraqi
Ambassador to Turkey threatened
the resumption of Turco-Iraqi action
to open the Habur border post by
force...

On the 8th Masud Barzani tried to
lower the tension by starting discus-
sions in Suleimaniyah with the two
Iraqi Vice Presidents Oussama
Noujaifi and Iyad Allawi, who had

come there for the funeral.
According to Noujaifi’s spokesman,
Masud Barzani proposed to “freeze
the referendum results” if the
Kurdistan Region reached an agree-
ment with Baghdad guaranteeing
respect for its rights, and asked as
pre-condition for discussion the lift-
ing of the punitive measures.
During the discussions, Baghdad
made known a fresh demand: the
control of the two largest mobile
telephone companies in Iraq,
Asiacell and Korek, which are based
in Kurdistan. Then on the 10th Mr.
Abadi declared he refused any dis-
cussion so long as the referendum
was not cancelled. In the same day,
the government asked the neigh-
bouring countries to negotiate only
with it for oil and decided to reha-
bilitate an oil pipeline linking
Kirkuk to the Turkish port of
Ceyhan, aiming at “short circuiting”
the pipeline used by the Kurds for
exporting that province’s oil. This
decision leads one to think that mili-
tary operations against Kirkuk and
the border Iraqgi-Turkish posts were
already decided...

On the 11th a Baghdad court
ordered the arrest of the referendum
organisers, and that evening the
KRG “Securuty Council” accused
government forces and the Hashd
al-Shaabi Shiite militia of preparing
a “major offensive” against Kirkuk.
As a precaution the Peshmergas
blocked the principal routes from
Mosul to Erbil and Dohouk with
rocks and sand for several hours. On
the 12th the KRG re-iterated its pro-
posal to negotiate about the status of
the airports, the border posts and
the banks of the Kurdistan Region,
while in the context of the Iraqi-
Turkish manoeuvres, the Turkish
tanks were positioning themselves
opposite the Habur border post...
On the 13th the KRG “Security
Ciyncil” agai warned about the
“Iraqi and Hashd al-Shaabi military
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concentration South of Kurkuk, with
heavy tanks and artillery, as well as
Humvees and mortars”. The first
Iraqi military operations in Kirkuk
Province began a few hours later,
resulting in the Iraqis taking over
several positions that had been held
by Peshmergas for the last three
years, especially Base 102, West of
the city, from which the Peshmergas
withdrew without fighting. The
KRG then announced that reinforce-
ments were being sent to Kirkuk
and in the evening the Iraqi
President, Fuad Massoum, who is
himself a Kurd and member of PUK,
went to Sulaimaniyah to meet those
in the leadership. On the 14th a
senior Kurdish politician stated
anonymously that the Iraqis had
sent an ultimatum to the
Peshmergas to withdraw before the
morning of the 15th to their pre-2014
positions. On the evening of the
14th, thousands of Peshmergas, sol-
diers and militia were facing one
another near Kirkuk, then the ulti-
matum was postponed for 24 hours
while discussions took place at
Dokan, in Sulaimaniyah Province,
between the Iraqi President, Fuad
Massoum, the Kurdish President,
Masud Barzani and senior PUK
leaders. However Baghdad
demanded, as a condition to open-
ing discussions, the withdrawal of
the Peshmergas from Kirkuk and
the cancelation of the referendum,
which the Kurds were not ready to
accept.

During the night of the 15th, after
initial exchanges of artillery fire, the
Iraqis were able to advance rapidly
and took back without meeting any
resistance and virtually without any
fighting, the industrial zone of
Kirkuk and the Tal Al-Ward quarter
in the Southwest side of the city.
Hemin Hawrami, Masud Barzani’s
adviser indicated on Twitter that
this defeat was due to “some inter-
nal problems and ambiguous agree-
ments” which led “some comman-
ders to order their Peshmergas to
leave their positions”. Later Masud
Barzani implicitly attributed the

responsibility of the defeat to the
PUK. The fracture seems, however,
to have occurred inside that party,
some of the Peshmerga commanders
obeying Hiro and Bafel Talabani (the
widow and one of the sons of Jalal
Talabani) who ordered their men to
withdraw following an agreement
reached with Baghdad. This infuri-
ated the Province’s Governor,
Najmaddine Karim, and the KRG’s
Vice-President, Kosrat Rassoul, who
are both members of the PUK and
could only witness the loss of the
city, powerless. On the 16th around
4:30 pm, the Iraqi Federal Police
announced that they had taken con-
trol of the Governorate offices, from
which they removed the Kurdish
flag, leaving the Iragqi flag alone fly-
ing. On the 17th the Iraqi Army,
accompanied by the Hashd al-
Shaabi militia, and probably “pas-
daran” (Iranian Revolutionary
Guards) took over 5 of the 6 Kirkuk
oil fields after the withdrawal of the
Kurdish forces. The Iraqi troops
could also take over the Sinjar that
the KDP Peshmergas had left, prob-
ably to defend Erbil. Although the
Hashd al-Shaabi are mainly Shiite, it
was a Yezidi militia, “Lalésh”, that
was deployed in Sinjar City. The last
sector of Kirkuk province still in the
hands of the Peshmergas was taken
by Baghdad three days later, on the
20th.

After the loss of virtually all the dis-
puted territories under the control of
Peshmergas, the Erbil Parliament,
that was due on the 18th to discuss
the succession to Masud Barzani as
President, decided to postpone that
session sine die.

Baghdad’s punitive measures have
continued. On 19th a warrant for the
arrest of Kosrat Rassul, Vice-
President of Kurdistan and leading
figure of the PUK, was issued, on
the grounds that he had described
the Iraqi Army and the Federal
Police in the Kirkuk Province as
“occupation forces”. On the 23rd
Erbil retaliated by warrants against
11 Iraqi public figures, including

leaders of the Hashd al-Shaabi. The
KRG, after a meeting chaired by the
Prime Minister, Nechirvan Barzani
(KDP) and his Deputy Prime
Minister Qubad Talabani (PUK)
declared it was in favour of dialogue
with Baghdad, requesting the partic-
ipation of the international commu-
nity. Also in the 19th an exchange of
fire between Kurdish and Iraqi
troops took place near Altoun Kopri,
a town at equal distance from both
Kirkuk and Erbil (50 Km) and at the
limits of the two provinces, which
the Iraqis announcing they had
regained the next day. In response to
a call from Masud Barzani, the
Kurds of the diaspora demonstrated
before several US Embassies
throughout the world to protest at
the absence of support for
Kurdistan. On the 21st Saad Adisi,
spokesman of the Iraqi Prime
Minister, again made even harder
the conditions for a dialogue,
demanding that it should take place
in the framework of the integrity of
Iraq, with the “return of the airports,
border crossing posts, the country’s
resources, Peshmergas and Kurdish
security institutions...” (Radaw).
On the 22nd after a meeting in Erbil,
KDP and PUK announced their
agreement for unconditional discus-
sions with Baghdad on the basis of
the Iraqi Constitution, making the
point that they had “always been in
favour of dialogue, the Iraqi party
[having] chosen military logic”. On
the same day Gorran asked for the
resignation of President Barzani and
Vice-President Kosrat Rassoul and
“the constitution of a government of
national salvation to prepare for dia-
logue with Baghdad and organise
new elections”.

Have the American leaders begun to
understand (a bit late in the day)
that they had left the field open to
Iran by abandoning their Kurdish
allies to face the Hashd mulitia? On
the 22nd the Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson declared that the militia
fighting in Iraq with Iranian support
should “go back home” accusing
Iran of using in Iraq, Yemen and
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Syria “its Revolutionary Guards and
the pro-Iranian militia to extend its
economic and political influence”.
Mr. Abadi’s cabinet replied on the
23rd that the Hashd el-Shaabi were
inly made up of Iragis and under
control. On the same day the Iraqis
deployed tanks near the Kurdish
pipeline leading to Turkey, declaring
they wanted to take control of the
Turco-Kurdish border post of
Ibrahim Khalil (Kurdish side) /
Habur (Turkish side) and the one
connecting with Rojava, (Pésh
Khabur) which is on the Tigris and
has been held by the Kurds for the
last 25 years...

On the 24th, while an attack by the
Hashd on the town of Makhmour, a
60 km Southwest of Erbil, was being
repelled, the Kurdish Parliament, in
the absence of the opposition
(Gorran and Jamaa Islamiya had
boycotted the session) voted an 8-
month postponement of the parlia-
mentary election, originally planned
for 1st November, declaring that a
new date should also be set for the
Presidential election. According to
Bahzad Zebari, an M.P. for the
Islamic Union of Kurdistan
(Yekgirttt), “Parliament decided to
freeze the activity of the Kurdistan
Presidency” (AFP). In the evening of
the same day, the KRG declared
itself ready to “freeze” the results of
the referendum and asked for a
cease fire with Baghdad, while UNO
re-iterated its proposal of helping
negotiations between Baghdad and
Erbil. In fact, the next day there was
fresh fighting using heavy artillery
between the Peshmergas on one side
and the Iraqi Army and the Hashd
on the other; Hashd spokesman,
Ahmed al-Assadi, shortly rejected
the proposal of a “freeze” as “value-
less”: “Freeze means recognising the
referendum, yet the Iraqi
Government demand its annul-
ment” — a position confirmed in the
morning of 26th by Mr. Abadi and
repeated by the head of Turkish
diplomatic corps.

In contraste, the British Parliament

adopted, in the 24th, “Motion 4517,
one of the rare Western expressions
of support for the Kurds, in which
it “regrets Iraqi Prime Minister
Abadi’s decision, for electoral rea-
sons and in collaboration with the
Iranian regime, its revolutionary
guards and brutally-sectarian Shia
militia, to use force as a first resort
to take Kirkuk and other disputed
territories from the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG); notes
that the KRG, on the request of the
Iraqi Government, reinforced its
military presence to prevent Daesh
capturing Kirkuk when Iraqi
troops fled in 2014 and was consti-
tutionally compliant; further
regrets that Prime Minister Abadi
claims to follow the Iraqi constitu-
tion, although serial and flagrant
violations of its federal provisions
bolstered Kurds resoundingly
backing eventual and negotiated
independence” (https://www.par-
liament.uk/edm/2017-19/451).

On the 26th, the Iraqi Army and
Hashd attacked the Peshmergas with
heavy artillery near the Pésh
Khabour border post connecting
Kurdistan with Rojava, situated on
the Tigris river, at the junction of
Iraq, Syria and Turkey. The KRG crit-
icised the use of US Army vehicles,
supplied to fight ISIS as unconstitu-
tional and contrary to the agreements
of October 2016 between the KRG,
Iraq and the United States. In Turkey
the Customs Ministry announced
that its country was waiting for
Baghdad to take over the border to
be able to open a new passage point
at Ovakoy... On the 27th, after a fresh
ultimatum to the Peshmergas to
leave Pésh Khabour “within a few
hours”, Baghdad announced the
stopping of operations for 24 hours,
and negotiations began at Mosul
between Kurdish and Iraqi officers
meeting in a “Technical Committee”
supervised by the anti-ISIS coalition
to “work on the deployment of the
Iraqi Federal forces in all the disput-
ed areas, including Pésh Khabour,
and the international borders (com-
muniqué of the Iragi Prime Minister).

The cease fire has been prolonged till
the 29th.

On the 28th the Kurdish TV channel
Riidaw announced that the Iraqi
media Commission had published,
on the 23rd, a decree ordering its
closure, the prohibition of its teams
to work and the seizure of their
equipment throughout Iraq — with-
out even notifying the channel offi-
cially. The reason given was the lack
of a licence, and the broadcasting of
programs “that incited violence”.
On the same day the channel
Kurdistan 24 wrote to the
International Federation of
Journalists to ask for an enquiry into
its having been banned de facto by
the Iraqi Government since the
beginning of military operations, its
teams being prevented from cover-
ing the news.

On the 29th the Kurdish Parliament
meeting in secret session read a let-
ter from Masud Barzani whereby he
announced his resignation from the
Presidency as from 1st November.
There were violent reaction after the
session and clashes between his par-
tisans and the Parliament’s security.

On the 30th Mr. Abadi, in an inter-
view with Patrick Cockburn, a jour-
nalist on the British daily The
Independent, clearly expressed the
objectives he had been pursuing
since using the referendum as an
excuse: to weaken Kurdistan militar-
ily while integrating the Peshmergas
into the governments security forces
and economically taking back con-
trol of all the international passage
points, including the oil pipelines.
(http:/ /www.independent.co.uk/
news/world /middle-east/kurdis-
tan-irag-prime-minister-abadi-
interview-independence-haider-
baghdad-kirkuk-patrick-cock-
burn-a8028201.html).

Kurdistan 24 points out that these
plans take little notice of the Iragi
constitution, whose article 114
divided the country’s manage-
ment between Federal, Regional
and Provincial governments, or of
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articles 115 or 121 that make rev-
enue subject to the judiciary of
Kurdistan... However, according
to the Turkish Prime Minister

Binali Yildirim, that did not stop
the Iraqis, with the agreement of
the Turks, from installing at the
Habur border post a supplemen-

tary checkpoint on the bridge
crossing the neutral zone, between
the one held by the Kurds and the
Turkish post.

DEATH OF JALAL TALABANI

FORMER PRESIDENT OF IRAQ AND FOUNDER OF THE PUK

The former president of Iraq, Jalal
Talabani, familiarly called «Mam
Jalal» (Uncle Jalal) by many
Kurds, was the founder and his-
toric leader of the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan (PUK), one of the
two principal Iraqi Kurdish par-
ties. He died on 3rd October in
Germany at the age of 83. The
rapid deterioration in his state of
health had made it necessary to
transfer him to that country just
before the 25th September referen-
dum.

Born on 12 December 1933 in the
mountain village of Kelkan,
Talabani did his secondary school-
ing in Kirkuk, then having a
majority Kurdish population,
before going on to Baghdad
University. Attracted to Marxism
but also a Kurdish nationalist and
admirer of Molla Mustafa Barzani,
at that time in exile in the Soviet
Union, after having taken part in
the foundation of the Mahabad
Kurdish Republic, in 1947 he
joined the KDP, which had been
formed the year earlier.

Entering the Central Committee
of the KDP in 1951, Talabani mar-
ried Hiro Ibrahim Ahmad, the
daughter of the KDP General
Secretary, an intellectual and a
writer, Ibrahim Ahmad. While he
was at University, he took part in
the creation of Kurdish youth
organisations and particularly of a
students Union. Obliged to go
underground in 1956, he only
came out of underground after the
Republican revolution of 1958.
Having obtained his law degree in
1959 he did his national service as
commander of an armoured unit.

In 1961 he took part in the first big

Kurdish revolt of the Iraqi
Republic, still led by Mustafa
Barzani. When, in 1964, without
having obtained the agreement of
the KFP Political Committee, the
latter signed a peace pact that did
not make any mention of autono-
my for Kurdistan, Talabani
became a dissident to the KDP,
joining the faction directed by his
father in law, which supported the
continuing of the struggle.
Excluded from the Political
Committee together with the latter
and three other leaders, he went
into exile in Iran. These diver-
gences led them after 1966 to
fighting the KDP in a militia sup-
ported by the Baghdad govern-
ment. After the 1970 peace agree-
ment between the Baghdad gov-
ernment and the KDP that provid-
ed for Kurdish Regional autono-
my, Jalal Talabani took part in the
internal reconciliation in the
Kurdish movement in Iraq and
was sent to represent the KDP in
the Lebanon and Syria. After the
restarting of the war between the
KDP and the central government
in 1970 and the defeat in 1975,
whereas Mustafa Barzani went
into exile and died in the United
States, Talabani founded the PUK
in Damascus. His aim was to
bring about a renewal to the
Kurdish national movement. This
new party was to become the
KDP’s great rival. However the
genocidal operations of Anfal con-
ducted between 1987-88 by the
Iraqi Army, which did not hesitate
about using chemical weapons,
was to lead to a reconciliation
between the two political organi-
sations. After Saddam Hussein’s
defeat in Kuwait in 1991, when an
insurrection broke out in Iraqi
Kurdistan, it was together that the

PUK and the KDP took part in set-
ting up the first Kurdistan
Regional Government, protected
by the no-fly zone defended by
the Western allies, the US, the UK
and France.

Unfortunately the latent conflict

between the two parties evolved
in 1994 into a civil war that
remained in the Kurdish memo-
ries under the name of birakuji
(fratricidal war), leading to the
division of Iraqi Kurdistan into
two zones of influence, and only
ended in 1998. Nevertheless, when
it became clear that the US intend-
ed to put an end to the Saddam
Hussein regime, the PUK, led by
Jalal Talabani and the KDP led by
Masud Barzani (the son of
Mustafa Barzani) drew closer to
enable the Iragi Kurds make their
voices heard under the best condi-
tions in the post-Saddam Iraq.
When the regime fell in 2003 the
two leaders organised a common
electoral list for the 2005 parlia-
mentary elections. While Masud
Barzani became President of the
Kurdistan Region, Talabani was
elected President of Iraq by the
National Assembly on 6 April
2005. Re-elected for a seconf term
of office on 22 April 2006, then on
11 November for a third term, he
was to fill the post of President of
Iraq until 2014. His will to work at
bringing together different people
and communities of the country
was noted.

However Talabani’s health was
deteriorating. Having successfully
had a heart operation in 2008 he
nevertheless suffered a stroke and
in 2012 had to leave Iraq for
Germany, where he remained for
treatment. During this period
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many people doubted his ability
to return to Iraq. He did return in
July 2014 when ISIS had succeed-
ed in taking control of a large part
of the country, but from this time
on, he no longer played any active
political role.

As his health was again deteriorat-
ing he was sent to Germany for a
third time, where he finally died
on the 3rd October.

In the morning of 6th October a
plane of Iraqgi Airways brought Jalal
Talabani’s body back from

Germany and landed in
Suleimaniyah by special exception
to the banning of international
flights to Kurdistan. So many tens
of thousands came to pay tribute to
him that it made difficult to transfer
the coffin to the mosque, which
took three hours. Amongst those
present were the President of
Kurdistan, Masud Barzani, the
President of Iraq, Fuad Massoum,
the Iraqi Minister of the Interior,
Qassem Al-Araji, the Speaker of the
Iraqi Parliament, Salim al-Juburi,
the Iranian Foreign Minister,
Mohammad Javad Zarif, and repre-

sentatives of Kurdish political par-
ties from Iran, Syria and Turkey.
The Iraqi and Kurdish national
anthems were played before the
coffin was carried into the mosque.
The deceased’s coffin was covered
by the Kurdish - and not Iraqi -
flag, which sparked controversy
and led some of those attending to
leave the ceremony - a local Iragi
TV channel close to Iran having
even interrupted the broadcasting
of the ceremony. Even in death Jalal
Talabani would be, paradoxically,
both a Kurdish political leader and
an Iraqi statesman.
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Kurds’ vote
for self-rule
only adds to
the obstacles

NEWS ANALYSIS
ERBIL, IRAQ

A troubled economy
and hostile neighbors
blur path to independence

BY DAVID ZUCCHINO

After acentury ofyearning, the Kurds of
Iraq have managed, at last, to pull off a
vote for independence, but not without
antagonizing nearly everyone in per-
haps the world’s most volatile region.

The question now is whether an arid,
landlocked proto-state dependent on
hostile neighbors can overcome is own
shortcomings — and Iraqg’s disruptive
retaliation —to build a viable path to in-
dependence.

With its troubled economy and dearth
of democratic institutions, its prospects
were already tenuous. Its best hopes lay
inits oilreserves and American support,
but Turkey has threatened to cut off its
oil pipeline, and the relationship with
the United States soured after the Kurds
rebuffed its entreaties to cancel the vote.

Rather than negotiate and then seek
international recognition, as the United
States and others had asked, the Kurds
forged ahead with the referendum.

But if anything, the vote, while satis-
fying the Kurds emotionally, may have
set back their national aspirations.

Now, after a 93 percent “yes” vote on
Sept. 25, the Kurds are beseeching
Baghdad to negotiate. Baghdad is not
only refusing, but has demanded that
the vote results be annulled and has
moved to isolate the region, known as
Kurdistan.

The last nation to win independence,
landlocked South Sudan in 2011, has had
a rocky start but at least was interna-
tionally recognized and had American
backing. Kurdistan is all alone in a dan-
gerous neighborhood.

For the Kurds, the vote was a potent
and historic touchstone, a declaration to
the world that this is their moment and
they are not turning back.

“This is an irreversible step toward

Celebrations on the streets of Erbil, Iraq, after the outcome of an independence referendum
.was announced. Despite a 93 percent “yes” vote, Baghdad wants the vote results annulled.

independence,” said Peter W. Galbraith,
a former American diplomat with close
ties to the Kurdish leadership.

But the Kurds may have underesti-
mated the depth ofinternational opposi-
tion.

Before they had even stopped cele-
brating, Iraq and its two powerful neigh-
bors, Itirkey and Iran, immediately
went to work to negate the vote. Iraq
fears losing a third of its country, as well
as oil and natural gas reserves. Itirkey
and Iran fear that independence for
Irag’s Kurds would embolden separatist
ambitions among their own Kurdish mi-
norities.

The fierce reaction has exposed Kurd-
istan’s distinct vulnerabilities and short-
comings. The region’s first days after
the vote were spent not laying the

groundwork for statehood, but strug-
gling to escape a tightening noose.

On Saturday, Irag moved to take con-
trol of the international border crossing
leading into the region from Itirkey, offi-
cials said in Baghdad.

Irag has forced the suspension of
flights to Kurdistan’s two international
airports, and threatened to close land
crossings linking Kurdistan and the rest
of Iraq.

Irag’s Parliament has asked Prime
Minister Haider al-Abadi to bring
charges against Kurdish leaders who
participated in the referendum and to
send troops into disputed areas claimed
by both the Kurds and Baghdad.

Turkey and Iraq are conducting mili-
tary maneuvers on Iraq’s borders near
Kurdistan. Itirkey has threatened to
close its border crossing into Kurdistan,
which relies on imported goods and food
from Turkey and, to alesser extent, Iran.

Irag and Iran plan joint military ma-
neuvers along their border next week,
aimed at securing Iraqi control of three
border crossings from areas controlled
by the Kurdish Regional Government,
Iran’s military said Saturday.

A healthy democratic government
mightweather the storm. But the Kurdi-

stan Regional Government lacks the
foundations of a democratic state —rule
of law, free and fair elections, civil soci-
ety and a legislature with real power to
challenge a dynastic executive leader-
ship.

“We don’t have rule of law — we have
a monarchy,” said Rabbon Marof, a
member of the Kurdish Parliament and
a leader of the “No for Now” movement
that opposed the vote.

The region’s president, Massoud
Barzani, remains in power two years af-
ter his term expired. The Kurdish Par-
liament was paralyzed for two years un-
til it met two weeks ago to rubber-stamp
the referendum Mr. Barzani had already
set in motion.

The government is a Barzani family
enterprise. Mr. Barzani is the son of the
former Kurdish leader Mustafa Barzani.
Massoud Barzani’s son Masrour
Barzani heads the security council in his
father’s government.

Massoud Barzani’s nephew, Nechir-
van Barzani, is prime minister. The
president’s uncle is Hoshyar Zebari,
Iragi’s former foreign minister and Mr.

Barzani’s top adviser on the referen-
dum.

Denise Natali, an expert on Kurdistan
at National Defense University in Wash-
ington, said the issue may not be
whether Kurdistan can transform itself
into a state but the kind of state it would
become: “poor, failed and unstable.”

Mr. Zebari said in an interview on Fri-
day that the regional government had
“shortcomings,” but that it was more
democratic and secure than the rest of
Irag. He said the independence vote
would force more accountability.

The region is an economic weakling
dependenton oil. It earns roughly $8 bil-
lionayear from oil shipped through Itir-
key via a pipeline that Ankara has
threatened to shut down.

Shutting down the pipeline would also
cost Turkey, which earns between $500
million and $1 billion a year from it, ac-



)W

Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

cording to regional experts. But the
Rirks could absorb a shutdown far easi-
er than the Kurds.

Even with the pipeline flowing, the
Kurdish economy is in dire straits. Oil
revenues have plunged as the price of
petroleum has fallen worldwide, depriv-
ing the government of its main source of
revenue. The Kurdish government is
$20 billion in debt, analysts say, and has
not been able to pay all its soldiers. Fur-
ther, it pays public employees only
about 40 percent of their salaries.

“Kurdistan is not ready because eco-
nomically, itis amess,” said Joost Hilter-
mann, a Middle East specialistatthe In-
ternational Crisis Group. “It’s all about
capability, not desire,” he added.

Moreover, more than half of Kurdish
oil revenue comes from the oil fields of
Kirkuk, a city that lies at the heart of the
standoff with Baghdad.

Kurdish troops seized the multiethnic
city after Iraqgi troops fled an Islamic
State assault in 2014.

Kurds consider Kirkuk a spiritual
homeland. “To Kurds, Kirkuk s theirJe-
rusalem,” said David L. Phillips, a for-
mer State Department adviser who has
worked on Iraq for 30 years.

But Baghdad considers the Kurdish
claimillegitimate, and Iraq’s Parliament
has asked Mr. Abadi to dispatch troops
to seize Kirkuk’s oil fields.

And the Kurds can no longer expect a
lifeline from the United States, which
protected them from Saddam Hussein’s
executioners with a no-fly zone in 1991
that provided breathing space to carve
out the autonomous enclave.

Washington feared the referendum
would fracture Iraq and undermine the
American-led coalition fighting Islamic
State militants. Secretary of State Rex
W. Tillerson said Friday that the United
States did not recognize the referen-
dum, which he said “lacks legitimacy,”
and urged the Iraqgis and Kurds to “re-
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Qil fields in Kirkuk, Irag. The fields there provide more than half of Kurdish oil revenue.

main focused on defeating ISIS.”

The Kurds believe they have a trump
card in their military force, known as the
pesh merga, which has played a pivotal
role in the coalition. They held the refer-
endum now, in part, because they feared
losing their leverage if the coalition
drives the militants out of Iraq.

But for the Kurdish leadership, there
is no going back. Mr. Zebari said the
Kurds’ relationship with Iraq was irrev-
ocably broken, and the Kurds worry that
Iran’s influence on Iraqg’s Shiite-led gov-
ernment — and on Shiite militias incor-
porated into the Iraqi Army — will only
strengthen.

Mr. Barzani bet that a broad public
mandate for independence would pro-
vide leverage against Baghdad in nego-
tiating a separation. Butthere are no ne-
gotiations, at least not yet.

Mr. Phillips said lrag would ulti-
mately negotiate on “a friendly divorce,”
with the United States as a likely inter-
mediary.

“Picldng a fight with the Kurds would
merely exacerbate conflict and instabil-
ity,” Mr. Phillips said.

One possible way out, analysts said,
could be a Kurdish confederation with
Iraq, with constitutional power-sharing.
Another, Mr. Phillips said, may involve
shared governance of Kirkuk, with
power distributed among ethnic groups.

If Kirkuk were somehow resolved or
set aside, Irag might well be willing to
negotiate independence for the three
governorates the Kurds have run virtu-
ally on their own for a quarter century.
But even then, Mr. Hiltermann said,
Iran and Turkey would not go along.

But Mr. Galbraith said that if Baghdad
refuses to bargain in good faith, the
Kurds may unilaterally declare inde-
pendence at some point.

“It’s not an open-ended process,” he
said, reflecting the Kurdish view. “You
have to have an outcome which ulti-
mately ends in independence.”

Mr. Zebari said the Kurds were willing
totake the long view and patiently nego-
tiate day-to-day obstacles on the path to
eventual independence.

“We have said from the start that this
is not a risk-free project,” he said. =

Turquie: 4 soldats tués par une

bombe dans le sud-est kurde
Ankara, 4 octobre 2017 (AFP)

Au moins quatre soldats ont été tués et quatre blessés mercredi dans une attaque
a la bombe dans le sud-est & majorité kurde de la Turquie, ont indiqué les autorités
locales, attribuant I'attaque aux séparatistes kurdes.

Quatre soldats sont morts et autant ont été blessés lors de I'explosion d'une

we ludrquie: cing membres du
PKK tués dans une region
touristique
Istanbul, 5 octobre 2017 (AFP)
CINQ MEMBRES du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) ont été tués

jeudi par les forces de sécurité turques dans une région de l'ouest du pays
trés courue des touristes européens, ont rapport les médias.

Les cing membres du PKK, une organisation séparatiste classée comme

bombe artisanale déclenchée au passage d'un véhicule militaire a Yiksekova
(sud-est), a déclaré dans un communiqué le gouvernorat de la province de
Hakkari.

Dans son communiqué, le gouvernorat attribue I'attaque a "des membres de I'or-
ganisation séparatiste terroriste”, une expression désignant les séparatistes
kurdes du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK).

Le sud-est de laTurquie est en proie & des affrontements quasi-quotidiens depuis
la reprise du combat entre le PKK et les autorités turques apres la rupture a I'été
2015 d'un fragile cessez-le-feu visant a mettre fin a un conflit qui a fait plus de
40.000 morts depuis 1984.»

"terroriste” par Ankara, ont été tués apres avoir été interceptés par les
forces de sécurité dans une zone forestiere a Koycegiz dans la province
de Mugla sur la cote méditerranéenne, a affirmé I'agence progouverne-
mentale Anadolu.

Deux autres membres du PKK ont réussi a prendre la fuite alors qu'un sol-
dat turc a été légerement blessé, a ajouté l'agence.

Koycegiz et son lac éponyme sont une destination trés populaire pour les
touristes européens, notamment britanniques et allemands.

Le conflit kurde en Turquie a colté la vie a plus de 40.000 personnes
depuis son déclenchement en 1984. Les combats ont repris en 2015 dans
le sud-est du pays aprés la rupture d'une tréve qui a sonné le glas des
pourparlers de paix entre Ankara et le Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan.»
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The Observer view on the Kurdish

referendum

The Kurds’ hunger for self-rule must not be denied by dark forces
imposing their will on the region

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Sunday | October
www.theguardian.com

t can be argued that Kurdistan’s regional

government (KRG) was ill advised to hold a
referendum last week on creating an indepen-
dent state. It may be the case that Masoud
Barzani, veteran leader of the Kurdish enclave
in northern Iragq, is a foolish dreamer whose
desire to bequeath a personal legacy has trum-
ped common sense. It is conceivable that, had
Barzani backed down, the government in
Baghdad would have abandoned decades of
hostility to Kurdish aspirations and entered
into good-faith negotiations. This is the Middle
East, after all. Anything is possible.

But the indisputable reality on the ground in
Kurdistan is that the Kurdish people’s age-old
yearning for unconstrained self-rule, free from
interference by foreign powers, is unceasing
and not to be denied. Dispassionate geopoliti-
cal calculations, blatant economic self-interest
and justifiable concerns about international
security fed the instinctive wish of the great
powers to uphold the status quo. All the same,
their instincts are wrong. Like any people con-
joined by ethnic identity, land, language and
culture, the Kurds have an inalienable right to
determine their future path, in one direction
or another. Last week’s successful democratic
milestone should be celebrated, not decried.

Any suggestion that Barzani was out on alimb
was comprehensively refuted by the referen-
dum result. More than nine out of 10 voters
backed independence; over 70% of the eligible
electorate reportedly participated.
Longstanding party political differences
between Barzani and supporters of his main
rival, Jalal Talabani, were set aside. Nor does
there appear to be any misunderstanding
among voters about what the vote means.
Kurdistan is not suddenly going to declare
UDI, unless forced to do so. But as Barzani
stressed in a recent Guardian interview: “We
are not a part of Irag... We refuse to be subor-
dinates.” His view has been confirmed.
Baghdad has been put on notice.

Despite the fact it had years to consider how to
react, Baghdad’s response has been, pre-
dictably, dangerously unwise. Instead of pur-
suing the sensible option and initiating talks
with the KRG about how to handle a changed
situation, Haider al-Abadi, Iraq’s prime minis-
ter, resorted to a familiar mix of bluster and

threats. Abadi reiterated his vow to return all
Iraqi territory to Baghdad’s control, a vainglo-
rious piece of rhetoric given Iraqg’s inability to
defeat Isis without international (including
Kurdish) military support.

ore seriously, Abadi has joined Turkey
M and Iran in attempting to blockade KRG
territory, including the halting of international
flights. The Iragi leader has not ruled out sen-
ding troops to challenge Kurdish control of the
disputed city of Kirkuk, which lies outside the
KRG's borders. Any such move would almost
certainly involve the feared Iranian-armed
Shia militias that helped liberate Mosul from
Isis.

Indeed, this is the nub of the problem, as seen
from Erbil. Abadi and his weak, Shia-dominat-
ed administration do little of significance with-
out Iran’s prior agreement and Iran, with its
own Kurdish minority to suppress, is no friend
to the KRG. Now Abadi, an ostensible western
ally, is again on the verge of inviting Iran in to
help resolve an Iraqi problem. And Rex
Tillerson, US secretary of state, has foolishly
given a virtual green light to Baghdad and
Tehran by wrongly declaring both the referen-
dum and its result illegitimate.

Amid all this ganging up on the Kurds, the
chief gangster may be Turkey’s president,
Tayyip Erdogan, a man with a Trump-like tal-
ent for making a bad situation worse. Since
nearly losing power in 2015 thanks partly to a
pro-Kurdish party, Erdogan has stepped up a
vendetta against the Kurdish populations of
south-east Turkey and northern Syria remark-

Masoud Barzani,
president of the
Kurdistan
region, casts his
vote during last
week's referen-
dum.
Photograph:
Feher/Zuma
Wire/Rex/
Shutterstock

able for its reckless brutality and disregard for
human and democratic rights. His vow to
starve the landlocked Kurds, and block vital oil
exports, may come to nothing. Or it may turn a
simmering confrontation into a full-blown cri-
sis.

summit meeting between Iraqg, Turkey and

Iran to discuss how best to crush the
uppity Kurds, mooted by Turkey’s prime
minister, Binali Yildirim, should ring alarms
bells in western capitals. So, too, should the
involvement of Vladimir Putin, who agreed
with Erdogan in Ankara on Friday that the
Kurds must be discouraged from making more
“mistakes”. Russian oil companies have
become leading investors in Kurdistan and
Putin will want to protect their interests. But
for him, the bigger priority is longer-term
influence in Iraq and Syria, where American
incompetence has created openings for an
expansionist Moscow.

While all this may sound rather complicated,
in truth, the current problem is straightfor-
ward. The Kurds of northern Iraq have proved
loyal allies of the western powers since the era
of Saddam Hussein. Unusually in a region
riven by bigotry and hate, they share the secu-
lar, democratic, gender-inclusive and humani-
tarian values espoused by western society.
Whatever the view of Britain and its partners
on the wisdom of holding the independence
vote, they now have an urgent duty, moral and
practical, to robustly support and defend the
Kurds as the dark forces of regression and
reaction gather. ¢
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Barzanli, «parrain »du réve
d’'independance des Kurdes

ATlans, il afaitvoter

son peuple en faveur

de 'autodetermination,

en défiant ses voisins

etla communaute
Internationale. |
Une promesse quil avait
faite a son peére, le chef,
avant lui, d'un clan ceuvrant
pour le nationalisme kurde
dans les montagnes
dunord de I'lrak

N

"B Thierry Oberlé
(&iThierryOberlé

Envoyé spécial a Erbit (Kurdistan irakien)

| a tissé sa légende de pechmerga, « celui qui
défie la mort », la-haut, dans Iés montagnes
du Kurdistan. Sur les photos de jeunesse, on
1é voit poser en vareuse grise, la cartouchiére
en guise de ceinture, I’étui a pistolet sur la
hanche, portant un fusil presque aussi grand
que lui sur I’épaule. 1l a déja enroulé autour

de son crane d’enfant son turban damé roug

blanc qui ne le quittera plus. Pour les Kurdes, Mas-
soud Barzani estune icone.

Pour les Européens en quéte d’épopée romanti-
que, c’est une sorte de Yasser Arafat des pics ennei-
gés d’Orient. 1l est le faible qui résiste a la loi du plus
fort. 1l est le peuple kurde, un peuple sans Etat, une
minorité de 40 millions d’individus pris en étau par
les Arabes des plaines de la Mésopotamie et de
I’Euphrate, les Perses et les Turcs. Pour ses adversai-
res d’hier et d’aujourd’hui, il est un combattant re-
doutable doublé d’un politicien roué. Il est un enne-
mi imprévisible prét a sacrifier les siens, a accaparer
les richesses pour sa famille et a pactiser avec le dia-
ble pour assurer sa propre survie.

L’Irakien Massoud Barzani est - apres la mort de
son rival Jalal Talabani - avec Ocalan, le chef kurde
du PKK turco-syrien embastillé sur une Tle-prison
de la mer de Marmara, le dernier dinosaure d’une
région en perpétuelle éruption. Il régne sur son clan
depuis prés de quarante ans. En 1976, il tire le pre-
mier coup de feu symbolique du soulévement contre
le régime du dictateur irakien Saddam Hussein. Le

13 octobre 2016, il annonce par un tweet le déclen-

le 22 septembre, quelques jours avant le scrutin
sur I'indépendance du Kurdistan, the asahi shimbun B

A Bagdad, les visages ont changé
mais les mentalités sont restées les mémes

MASSOUD BA

nt de la campagne pour la libération de Mos-
soul'et de la plaine de Ninive occupées par Daech. Le
président de la région autonome du Kurdistan veut
bouter les djihadistes de I’Etat islamique loin de ses
terres grace au soutien des avions de chasse et des
forces spéciales des Occidentaux, mais aussi engran-
ger desgains territoriaux et politiques en vue de I’ac-
complissement de son réve : la création d’un Etat
kurde en Irak.

Pres d’un an plus tard, Massoud Barzani a, ce sa-
medi 23 septembre, avant-veille du référendum sur
I'indépendance du Kurdistan irakien, rendez-vous
avec I’histoire. 1l aconvoqué la presse internationale
dans son palais présidentiel bati dans la rocaille sur
les hauteurs de Sare Rash, les « Tétes Noires », a Sa-
laheddine, a une trentaine de kilomeétres d’Erbil, la
capitale du Kurdistan irakien.

Alliance contre nature

Jusqu’au bout, les chancelleries, inquietes des ris-
ques de déstabilisation régionale, ont espéré qu’il re-
porterait la consultation. Les Américains ont offert
une aide financiére massive et des garanties pour
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I’avenir. Emmanuel Macron atenté de le convaincre
par téléphone. Les Frangais ont méme lancé a Erbil
une initiative diplomatique conjointe avec les Turcs.
Bagdad a fait de nouvelles propositions. Sans sqcces.

Flanqué de son fidéle secrétaire, Fouad Hussein,
un homme rond au crane dégarni, Massoud Barzani
confirme que rien, ni personne, ne peut plus I'arré-
ter. « Nous avionsplacé beaucoup d’espoirs dans une
coexistence pacifique et démocratique, mais le nouvel
Irak s’estenfoncé dans le confessionnalisme et a conti-
nué a humilier notre peuple », dit le président kurde.
« A Bagdad, les visages ont changé, mais les mentali-
téssontrestées lesmémes ».

Massoud Barzani est seul contre tous, mais des le
Rubicon franchi, il désamorce sa propre audace. La
déclaration d’indépendance ? Elle n’est pas a I’ordre
dujour et elle ne devrait pas étre unilatérale. Le vieil
animal politique se veut rassurant. Il est prét a négo-
cier les frontiéres avec Bagdad et a partager les ri-

chesses pétroliféres de la région de Kirkouk. Il sem-
ble convaincu que I’'armée irakienne, avec qui il
combat Daech, ne passera pas al’attaque, en tout cas
pas dans I'immédiat ; que les Iraniens n’engageront
pasune épreuve de force directe. 1l est prét asuppor-
ter le choc inévitable des sanctions économiques.

Il table, sans trop le dire, sur son improbable et
unique allié dans larégion, le président Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, le bourreau des indépendantistes kurdes du
sud-est de la Turquie, ses fréres-ennemis. Une al-
liance contre nature scellée lorsque Erdogan était
ouvert au dialogue avec ses minorités. Les deux lea-
ders ont depuis des intéréts financiers et commer-
ciaux en commun. Le Kurdistan écoule son pétrole
vialaTurquie. Et laTurquie inonde I'lrak de ses mar-
chandises en passant laporte kurde. Pour Erdogan, le
Kurdistan est une marche, un tampon avec le monde
chiite, un prolongement naturel de ses ambitions,
mais Barzani ne doit pas dépasser les bornes. Laviru-
lence de la réaction du président turc au maintien du
référendum asurpris le président kurde. Tlsait désor-
mais qu’il peut aussi se retourner contre lui.

Le jour du vote, dés la fermeture des bureaux,
Massoud Barzani a quitté le complexe présidentiel de
Sare Rash ou vit, dans I’entre-soi, la nomenklatura
de son régime, pour aller se recueillir sur latombe de
son pere, Moustapha Barzani. Son convoi ultrasécu-
risé de 4x4 noirs a emprunté la grande route qui
meéne a une verdoyante vallée, fief de sa tribu. Une
forteresse naturelle, inexpugnable, a I’entrée mar-
quée par les carcasses de tanks russes, vestiges de la
résistance contre les forces de Saddam. Il a rejoint
Barzan, le village de ses ancétres issus d’une confré-
rie soufie, amoureuse de la nature. Ici chaque hom-
me a un fusil et.est prét a mourir pour le chef. La
bourgade est lovée dans un paradis écologique sur-
volé par des aigles et parcouru par des daims per-
sans, des ours brims et des loups. La dépouille de
Moustapha repose sur un promontoire. Les restes de

512 membres du clan, massacrés par le régime du
dictateur baasiste sont enterrés sur une colline voisi-
ne surplombée par un mémorial. Ces victimes font
partie des 8000 membres de la tribu des Barzani,
agés de 10 a 80 ans, arrétés en 1983, en représailles a
une révolte contre Saddam. Chaque soir une centai-
ne d’entre eux étaient exécutés. Massoud Barzani
échappa a la traque; Il avait pris la téte de son clan,
quelques années plus tot, aprés la mort de son pére,
enjurant de marcher dans ses pas.

Considéré par les Kurdes d’lrak comme une gran-
de figure du nationalisme, Moustapha Barzani fut
I’éphémere ministre des Armées de la République de
Mahabad fondée en 1946, en territoire iranien, avec
le soutien de Staline, et balayée avant la fin de ia
méme année par Téhéran. Massoud Barzaniy avu le
jour. « Je suisné a I'ombre du drapeau de lapremiére
République du Kurdistan etje Veuxmourira I'ombre du

drapeau du Kurdistan indépendant », expliquait-il,
récemment, dans une Interview accordée a la revue
Foreign Policy.

Sa saga est une longue liste d’actes de résistance,
de revers militaires et d’imprgbables alliances de
circonstance. Durant la guerre Iran-Irak, Massoud
Barzanijoue'la carte de Téhéran, mais son insurrec-
tion est réprimée par I’opération « Anfal », marquée
en 1988 par le bohibardement a I’arme chimique de
la ville d’Halabja (5 000 morts). En 1991, il provoque
un soulevement contre Saddam, a la fin de la pre-
miére guerre du Golfe. Des centaines de milliers de
Kurdes fuient dans les montagnes vers les frontiéres.
Us sont sauvés des bombardements par le Conseil de
sécurité qui garantit, grace a I’instauration d’une no-
fty zone, un abri sOr qui devient un secteur autono-
me. Trois ans plus tard, éclate une guerre fratricide
entre les clans Barzani et Talabani, le puissant rival
kurde irakien décédé ce mardi, pour le partage du
gateau kurde. Barzani va chercher I’appuides chars
de Saddam. Le conflit s’achéve sans vainqueur, ni
vaincu, avec un partage géographique et financier de
larégion en zones d’influence. Au Nord dominent les
Barzani, au Sud, Talabani et son parti, I’'UPK.

Unsystéme autoritaire

Massoud Barzani est depuis le parrain d’un Kurdis-
tan irakien doté, aprés la chute du dictateur et
I’adoption d’une nouvelle Constitution en 2005,
d’institutions en principe démocratiques. Il est le
président en exercice bien que son mandat ait expiré
voici deux ans. Son neveu Nechirvan, fils d’ldriss,
est son fringant premier ministre. Trés présent dans
les affaires, il s’est construit en quelques années I’'une
des plus grandes fortunes du Moyen-Orient. Proche
des « néo-ccns » américains, il a profité du boom
pétrolier pour faire d’Erbil une sorte de Dubali, entre
désert et montagne. La bourgade provinciale s’est
couverte de lotissements, de villas de luxe, de gratte-
ciel, d’autoroutes circulaires et de centre commer-
ciaux. Mais I’argent des pétrodollars, qui cordait a
flots, s’est tari avec la chute des prix de I’or noir. La
région aplongé dans la récession, les salaires dés in-
nombrables fonctionnaires sont amputés, et I’étoile
du premier ministre a pali comme le soleil du dra-
peau du parti présidentiel, le PDK.

Masrour, le fils de Massoud, dirige le conseil de sé-
curité du Kurdistan et ala haute main sur les services
secrets kurdes. La légende urbaine prétend qu’a Er-
bil, la capitale, il est plus craint que son pére. Son
prénom est avancé en cas de succession dynastique.
Massoud Barzani s’appuie aussi sur Sirwan, un ne-
veu, général pechmerga, qui arepris du service pour
s’engager dans les combats contre Daech. Manager
avisé de Korek Telecom, un grand opérateur de télé-
phonie mobile en Irak, le businessman n’avait fermé
son réseall & Mossoul que lorsque I’Etat islamique
s’était retourné contre les Kurdes.

Les responsables du parti d’opposition Gorran dé-
noncent un systeme autoritaire basé sur la corrup-
tion, le népotisme et le clientélisme. Il est ainsi de
notoriété publique dans le milieu des affaires que les
réseaux Barzani sont incontournables pour décro-
cher des contrats. Les dessous-de-table sont deve-
nus la norme. Formés pour les plus jeunes dans les
meilleures écoles de commerce américaines et euro-
péennes, les apparatchiks du nouveau potentat en-
grangent les dividendes, tandis que la population se
paupérise. Agé de 71 ans, Massoud Barzani soutient
qu’Une briguera pas de nouveau mandat présiden-
tiel. Il assure en méme temps qu’il ménera son projet
d’indépendance a son terme. Un processus est en
cours pour organiser des élections générales. Il ne
devrait pas empécher Barzani de rester le vrai pa-
tron. Pays de poussiere, le Kurdistan irakien entre
dans une période de brouillard. m
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Bagdad et Tehéran entravent
'economie des Kurdes d’lrak

__ Depuisleréférendumdu
25 septembre, I'lran a cessé
d’importer le pétrole kurde.

_ _ Lesaéroportsdu
Kurdistan irakien sont
privés de toute liaison
internationale.

Erbil, Kirkouk, Bashmar
De notre correspondant

Plus aucun vol vers I’étranger.
Plus aucun commerce pétrolier
avec I'lran. Et déja les prix de I’es--
sence qui grimpent et des files
d’attente devant les stations-ser-
vice. Prés de dix jours apres le ré-
férendum pour I'indépendance,
organisé par le Kurdistan d’lrak
le 25 septembre dernier, ses puis-
sants voisins mettent leurs me-
naces de représailles économiques
aexécution.

Décision la plus médiatisée, la
cessation des liaisons internatio-
nales depuis Erbil et Souleyma-
niyé, les deux aéroports de la région
autonome, a pris effet vendredi a
18 heures. Le premier ministre ira-
kien, Haidar Al Abadi, avait an-
noncé cette premiére mesure de
rétorsion au lendemain du scrutin.

Le pétrole est I'autre front de
cette guerre économique nais-
sante. Le Kurdistan d’Irak exporte
environ 110000 barils par jour en
direction de la Turquie au travers
d’un oléoduc. Govand Sherwani,
expert du pétrole irakien, et pro-
fesseur a I'université de Salahaddin
d’Erbil, ne croit pas aux menaces
proférées a ce sujet: «La Turquie
nevapas sacrifier ses intéréts. »
Trop de contrats d’exploitation
et d’exportation sont en jeu, sans
parler, en dehors du secteur pétro-
lier, des 8 milliards de dollars de
marchandises exportés annuelle-
ment par la Turquie vers I'lrak par
la route terrestre. « Sila Turquie
ferme l'oléoduc, elledevrapayerdes
amendes considérables», se rassure
aussi Dilshad Perot Aziz, 51 ans, le
«monsieurbusiness » du Conseil
provincial de Kirkouk. Cette ville,
disputée entre Erbil et Bagdad, est
au cceur des immenses champs pé-
troliferes contrdlés par les Kurdes.

Partenaire secondaire du pé-
trole kurde, I'lran avait les mains
plus libres pour agir. Téhéran a an-
noncé, le 27 septembre, interdire
jusqu’a nouvel ordre tout com-
merce de produits pétroliers entre

6

son territoire et celui du gouverne-
ment régional du Kurdistan (GRK).
Les raffineries kurdes exportaient
jusque-la leurs dérivés de pétrole
- principalement du fioul - vers
I'lran. Et le Kurdistan irakien im-
portait pour sa part de I’essence et
du gaz. Le 30 septembre, le blo-
cus s’était déja répercuté dans les
stations d’essence, dont les prix

Région autonome du Kurdistan

Erbil

Bashmar

repéeres

Unecrise régionale

Référendum. D'apres les ré-
sultats officiels, le «oui » I'a
emporté a 92,7 % lors du réfé-
rendum d’indépendance au -
Kurdistan d’lrak qui s’est tenu
le 25 septembre.

Représailles. Bagdad a dé-
cidé de suspendre, vendredi
29 septembre, les liaisons aé-
riennes depuis les deux aé-
roports de larégion, Erbil et
Souleymaniyé.

« Les Iraniensnous
ontcon |sguenos
Dasseports etnos
cartesqrises. »

avaient subitementgrimpé d’en-
viron 10 %. A Kirkouk, de longues
files d’attente se multiplient de-
vant les pompes les moins chéres.

Avec soixante autres chauffeurs
refoulés par les Iraniens, Bachar
Jelil, 45 ans, a d( rebrousser che-
min, son camion toujours rempli
de pétrole. «On nestpas despoliti-
ciens, alorspourquoiilsnouspunis-
sent, nous ?», se lamente ce Kurde
a la moustache épaisse, en patien-
tant devant un garage de Kirkouk.
«Je naipasvotépourleréférendum
carje nefaisplus confiance a notre
gouvernement!», ajoute-t-il. Au

Le premier ministre irakien,
Harder Al Abadi, doit se rendre
a Paris demain a l’invitation
d’Emmanuel Macron, qui a
proposé que laFrance «aide
I'lrakpour nepas laisser les
tensionss’installer » entre
Bagdad et le Kurdistan d’lrak.

Le bureau du premier ministre
atoutefois démenti toute «re-
lation entre I'invitationet la
crise causéepar le référendum
inconstitutionnel ». « Cette visite
vise a renforcer les relations bi-
latérales et a se concentrersur la
lutte contre le terrorismedans la
région (...) », a-t-il rectifié.

moins a-t-il la chance d@tre de re-
tour chez lui. Cing cents camions
kurdes sont retenus par les auto-
rités iraniennes, dans le complexe
pétrochimique de Bandar Imam,
au bord du Golfe persique. «Nous
sommes coincés depuis le 23 sep-
tembre, expligue Zana Ahmed,
chauffeur kurde retenu a Bandar
Imam et contacté par téléphone.
Leslraniens nousontconfisquénos
passeports et nos cartesgrises. »

Bordée d’affiches publicitaires
éventrées, ponctuée de portions
inachevées, la vieille route de
montagne qui méne ala douane
de Bashmar, dans la région de Sou-
leymaniyé, est désormais quasi dé-
serte. D’'ordinairé, 90 camions-ci-
ternes transitent ici chaque jour,
peinant pour gravir les lacets
étroits. En costume traditionnel
kurde, Kamal, chauffeur désceu-
vré, patiente au café: « Jai voté,
etje seraispréta revoterdemain,
etmémeaprendre lesarmess’il le
fallait», maintient-il. Les rumeurs
sur la suite vontbon train: «L’lrak
slappréte a installer un nouveau
postefrontierea 5km cotéiranien,
aBardarash. »

Les forces irakiennes, qui ont
commencé a se déployer sous la
protection de blindés iraniens
le 2 octobre, court-circuiteraient
ainsi les Kurdes. Mais ce projet fait
sourire le directeur des douanes
kurdes de Bashmar, Shakhawan
Abubakir, 43 ans: «On ne construit
pas desdouanes comme cela. S’ils
mettent un poste de taxe, ce sera
comme du racket. »

Jérémy André
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Iran, Turkey vow ‘decisive
action’ against lraqi Kurds
over referendum vote

By Carlo Munoz - October 4, 2017
www.washingtontimes.com

urkish President President Recep Tayyip

Erdogan and Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani on Wednesday vowed to take “decisive
action” against leaders in lragi Kurdistan over
last week’s historic independence referendum
vote.

Both leaders declined to provide specifics on
what types of actions either Ankara or Tehran
could take against the semi-autonomous region
in northern Iraq, instead telling reporters that
other regional powers must stand with Iran and
Turkey to prevent the disintegration of the Iraqi
state.

“As far as we are concerned, Iraq is one single
country. We do not accept any geographical
changes,” Mr. Rouhani said during a joint press
conference with Mr. Erdogan in Tehran. The
Turkish president was in Iran as part of a diplo-
matic visit focusing on the regional response to

the Kurdish referendum vote in Irag.

Mr. Erdogan called the Sept. 2 vote, which
could pave the way for members of the Kurdish
Regional Government to secede from lraq over
the next two years, “an illegitimate referendum”
threatening regional stability in the Middle East.

“From this moment forward, more decisive
steps will be taken,” he added, which could
include a shutdown of the Turkish-lraqi border
and a increased military buildup on the Turkish
side of the line.

hile in opposition to an independent Iraqi

Kurdistan, Mr. Rouhani took a softer
approach to efforts by Irbil, saying Tehran “does
not mean any harm” to lragi Kurds despite its
objections to the referendum.

“The people of Iragi Kurdistan are our good
neighbors, are our dear brothers. We do not want
them to experience any pressure. We do not wish
to exert this pressure,” Mr. Rouhani said.

Both leaders’ comments come days after
military leaders in Ankara and Tehran agreed to

BViBvBZ  OCTOBER 3, 2017

expand military cooperation between lIran and
Turkey, including large-scale war games and joint
counterterrorism operations. lIranian Armed
Forces Maj. Gen. Mohammad Hossein Bageri and
Turkish Chief of General Staff Hulusi Akar
announced the plans during a press conference in
Tehran, after bilateral talks between the two
general officers on Monday.

“We held talks on the common threats [lran
and Turkey], and also on the referendum in the
Iragi Kurdistan Region with an emphasis on the
maintenance of Iraqg’s integrity and rejection of
the referendum,” Gen. Bageri told reporters at the
time.

Washington is also vehemently opposed to
the Kurdish referendum, with the White House
claiming it would derail ongoing efforts to drive
Islamic State terror group out of Syria and nor-
thern Iraqg. +

Noting that Israel and its allies which have failed in their plots against the

Iran: Israel after Changing
Regional Countries’

Borders
http:/lenJarsnews.com  TEHRAN (FNA) Oct 03,2017

ranian Interior Minister Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli warned that
Israel is after changing borders of the regional states to make
them weak, alluding to Tel Aviv's support for the independence

regional states by means of terrorist groups are now after new plots, he said,
"That plot isto distort the regional borders but certainly they will not succeed"
and the regional people are now aware of the USand the Zionist regime's ill-wish-
ing plans.

In defiance of Iraqg’s stiff opposition, the Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) held a non-binding referendum on September 25 on secession from the
central government in Baghdad.

Official results showed 92.73 percent of voters backed the secession. Turnout
was put at 72.61 percent.

While much of the international community, including the United Nations, the
European Union and Iraqg’s neighbors, has opposed the referendum, only Israel
has openly supported an independent Kurdish state.

referendum in the Iraqi Kurdistan region.

"We are in a region that the Zionist regime blatantly supports distorting the

regional borders," Rahmani Fazli said on Tuesday.

lalawsat October 2, 2017

(I)rfag’s Sunnis W

|
stablishing ﬁwelr own

Baghdad - October 2, 2017 Asharq Al-Awsat
https://aawsat.com/

unni leaders in Iraq plan to meet with Prime

Minister Haidar al-Abadi to suggest establi-
shing their own region as they follow in the
footsteps of Kurds, who last week voted for their
own independence.

They will “propose establishing several
regions in respect with the Constitution that
allows them to take similar steps,” a source
close to the Union of lIragi Forces said on
Sunday

The source told Asharg Al-Awsat that Sunni
officials took the decision of sitting with al-

Regional players Iran and Turkey have opposed the Kurdish referendum in

entire Middle East.»

come Reﬁ%‘&%n

Abadi after they met on Saturday

“Those officials believe that Sunni factions
have a chance that cannot be missed to force
the government approve the creation ofa Sunni
region” that would realize their self-autonomy,
the source said.

He added that many provinces still feel
“resentment” towards government forces or
members of the Popular Mobilization Units
already present in those areas.

The source pointed out that Sunni leaders
“do not rule out an alliance with the Kurds in
case Baghdad insists on rejecting their region’s
requests. However, until now, those leaders
speak about the issue in private,” he said.

Irag, warning that the controversial vote could lead to further instability in the

The new step reflects a growing faith
among the Sunnis on a “new federalism” where
they would act as one of the three main players
next to the Shi'ites and the Kurds in the post-
ISIS phase and following the Kurdistan referen-
dum on independence.

On Sunday night, Sheikh Rafi Taha Al-Rifali,
the Grand Mufti of Iraq issued a statement sup-
porting the request of establishing a self-admi-
nistered region, which he considered as a deter-
mination to get rid ofthe “oppression and injus-
tice directed against Sunnis.”

The Mufti also criticized politicians who
“claim to represent the Arab Sunnis.”

Sheikh Al-Rifai said the “hateful sectarian
policies” produced by the successive govern-
ments in Iraq were responsible for the country’s
crises.

“They stabbed Iraq, dispersed the bond of

the nation and have incited hatred among all
spectrum of the society,” he said. «


http://www.washingtontimes.com
http://enJarsnews.com
https://aawsat.com/
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How the U.S. Can Quell
the Kurdish Crisis

There is still time to keep Irag from breaking apart,

but Washington cannot wait to be asked to mediate.

by Meghan L. O'Sullivan
4 octobre 2017
www.bloomberg.com/

ore than 90 percent of Iraq's Kurds voted to

declare independence last week, bringing
tensions to an even higher boil across the Middle
East. The regional governments that opposed
the referendum — Turkey, Iran and the Iragi
government in Baghdad —are intent on puni-
shing the Kurds, already beginning economic
measures and even threatening a military res-
ponse.

The U.S., which also vigorously opposed the ref-
erendum, must resist the urge to pile on. Rather,
Washington should shift its policy away from
combating a Kurdish challenge to the unity of
Irag to a more neutral, less outcome-oriented
stance.

The U.S. is understandably frustrated that the
Kurdistan Regional Government went ahead
with the vote at this precarious time, with a frag-
ile and fractious central government and the
ongoing need to battle the Islamic State. But now
Washington must be prepared to do more than
simply indicate that, "if asked,” it will facilitate
dialogue between the Kurds and Baghdad.
Instead, it needs to ramp up intensive efforts to
reconcile the Iragi factions and moderate the
actions of Turkey, in particular, as regional actors
work to coordinate their strategy and intensify
economic pressure on the KRG.

Several factors suggest the need for a more
active stance than the one Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson and State Department spokes-
woman Heather Nauert have articulated in the
last few days. While it's true that the referendum
is a major distraction from more pressing goals
in Irag and the region, the U.S., Baghdad and
Iraq’s neighbors could well be blowing the vote
out of proportion. The referendum, while auda-
cious on the part of the KRG, did not tell the
world anything it did not already know. Even a
casual observer could predict that the results
would be overwhelming in favor for independ-
ence.

oreover, as Kurdish officials have repea-

tedly said, the purpose of the vote was not
to declare independence, but to provide a man-
date to Kurdish leaders to engage in negotia-
tions to secure what they hoped would be a “vel-
vet divorce” along the lines that occurred bet-
ween the now Czech Republic and Slovakia in
1993.

Given these important details, Washington and
others might have taken another approach -
viewing the referendum as an internal Kurdish

affair and not seeing its results as changing the
landscape in any important way. Kurdish lead-
ers, of course, made this option more difficult by
including “disputed areas” - those outside of the
official boundaries of the KRG, including the oil-
rich city of Kirkuk —in the vote.

But now that the vote has occurred, the furor sur-
rounding it threatens important U.S. priorities.
The way in which this rift compromises efforts to
crush the Islamic State is self-evident, given that
Kurds - both those in Iraq and Syria — have
been a critical ally. With international flights to
the region now suspended by Baghdad, the
Kurdish economy will begin to feel the effects of
its neighbors’ wrath. This pain will be vastly
increased if Iragi Prime Minister Haider Abadi
gets Turkey to start paying Baghdad rather than
the Kurds for oil itimports from the Kurdish areas
- and could impinge on Kurdish willingness and
ability to hold the front line against the Islamic
State in some areas.

motions and nationalist feelings are now run-

ning very high in Irag, and Abadi is under
enormous pressure to take a very tough stance
against the Kurds. To do otherwise could seve-
rely damage his prospects in the Iraqi general
election scheduled for April 2018. Abadi is much
more likely than any of his challengers to deal
with the Kurds fairly (and, not coincidentally, to
allow for the continued deployment of U.S.
troops in Irag). Given that the Kurds will not
declare the referendum void, helping Abadi
manage this situation in a way that does not
either lead to violence or completely gut his elec-
toral prospects should be the highest American
priority. If he loses the vote, Iran will be the win-
ner, as most other prospective prime ministers
are much closer to Tehran.

The U.S. should also ramp up efforts to defuse
the crisis because it is only through negotiations,
no matter how unlikely they seem now, that
Washington has any hope of securing its pre-
ferred outcome: a unified Iraq. There are good
reasons U.S. officials across different adminis-
trations have worked against the breakup of Iraq.
There are legitimate fears about what an inde-
pendent Kurdistan spawned from northern Iraq
would mean for regional stability, given the large
Kurdish populations in Turkey, Iran and Syria. An
independent Kurdistan would be a major strand
pulled in the already fraying fabric of the 100-
plus year old Sykes-Picot Agreement that estab-
lished the boundaries of the modern Middle
East.

he U.S. also understands that the chances of
keeping Iraq from becoming a failed nation
are increased by the presence of the Kurds
remaining inside the country. They are the most
moderate, pro-American group in Irag, with the

Have patience. Photographer: Délit
Souleiman/AFP/Getty Images

most developed government institutions and lon-
gest experience with democracy. Throughout
many tough moments in the last 15 years, the
Kurds have been a strong ally - be it in fighting
Saddam Hussein and the Islamic State, or in the
effort to build institutions in the fledgling state. An
Iraq bereft of Kurdistan is likely to be more vul-
nerable to Iranian coercion, would have a much
stronger Islamist strain to its governance, and
could also trigger other regions of Iraq to
contemplate their own secessions.

It may be too late to keep Iraq as a unified coun-
try. The Kurds suffered genocide and other
atrocities under Saddam, and are understand-
ably worried about being in any position that
gives Baghdad control over their destiny. And
they are not wrong in their assessment that,
today, the country is not the “democratic, plural-
istic, and federal” place they agreed to be part of.
The long-held, long-thwarted dream of inde-
pendence is compelling when the alternative
seems to be being tied to a dysfunctional state
ambivalent about the role of minorities.

hat said, it is conceivable that some regional
Tand economic realities will convince Kurdish
leaders that a different kind of outcome -- per-
haps a looser confederation between Arab Iraq
and Kurdistan - will meet their interests better
than an independent Kurdish nation. In the wake
of the referendum, Kurdish leaders are of course
pushing for talks about the terms of indepen-
dence. But this is likely their maximalist position
- and they may be open to other arrangements,
especially in the interim, if a reasonable process
with international guarantees gets underway.

Washington and its Western allies would be
wrong to think that they can simply cow the
Kurds into backtracking on their ambitions.
Likewise, more pressure and threats from their
neighbors are likely not to move Kurds to a posi-
tion of submission, butto a more immediate dec-
laration of independence -- and all the risks to
stability that would entail. The U.S. can't wait to
be asked to get involved, but should lean forward
and convince Baghdad and Turkey that more is
to be gained through de-escalation and dialogue
than through threats and punishment. ¢

Meghan L. O'Sullivan is a Bloomberg columnist
and the Jeane Kirkpatrick professor of
International Affairs at Harvard University's
Kennedy School.
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ans une tribune au « Monde », un collectif d’intellectuels, parmi lesquels Salman

Rushdie, Bernard-Henri Lévy, Bernard Kouchner ou Adam Michnik, dénonce le
blocus dont fait I'objet la région et appelle le Conseil de sécurité de 'ONU a se saisir
du dossier, alors que le président Emmanuel Macron s’entretient le 5 octobre avec
Haidar Al-Abadi, le premier ministre de la République d’Irak.

Par Collectif le 5 octobre 2017
http://www.lemonde.fr

« Nous appelons les gouvernements
des pays démocratiques a garantir
I’intégrité du Kurdistan et son libre
acces au monde extérieur »

Les vents mauvais de I'Histoire soufflent a
nouveau sur le Kurdistan.

De graves menaces sont proférées par ses
puissants voisins (lrak, Iran, Syrie et
Turquie) le punissant d’avoir exprimé
massivement, par référendum, son aspira-
tion a l'indépendance.

Fermeture de l'espace aérien par I'lrak,
possible fermeture du pipeline pétrolier
par la Turquie, menace de fermeture des
routes terrestres par I'lran, embargo, blo-
cus, bruits de bottes : un petit peuple
enclavé est en passe d’étre fait prisonnier,
d’étre asphyxié et séquestré.

Au rebours de ses propres principes et du
droit des peuples a décider de leur destin,
insoucieuse de sa dette a I'endroit de ces
peshmergas qui ont tant fait dans la lutte
commune contre Daech et qui tous les
jours en paie le prix en vies humaines ;la
communauté internationale - les grandes
démocraties occidentales en téte - a con-
damné le référendum et semble vouloir se
ranger aux cdtés des dictatures hostiles
aux Kurdes.

Seule démocratie dans Ia région

Va-t-on abandonner a son sort le
Kurdistan, seule démocratie dans la

Erbil, le 16 septembre. Des manifestations de soutien a I'indépendance n’ont pas
manqué dans la capitale régionale kurde ces derniers jours. © AFP.

n?»

région, tenant téte a une coalition de
régimes parmi les plus autoritaires et
répressifs de la planete ?

Qui sont les va-t-en guerre ? Qui demande
la négociation ? Qui rejette la négociation
? Qui viole tous les principes du droit et de
la coexistence entre les nations ? Va-t-on,
en Amérique, en Europe, ailleurs, laisser
faire ceux qui voudraient étouffer la voix
d’un des rares peuples qui, dans cette par-
tie du monde, porte massivement les
couleurs d'un islam laic, ouvert aux autres
religions, compatible avec les droits de
I'homme et des femmes ?

Nous appelons les gouvernements des
pays démocratiques a garantir l'intégrité
du Kurdistan et son libre accés au monde
extérieur, sans lequel il ne peut vivre ainsi
que le million et demi de réfugiés de toutes
origines et de toutes confessions qu'il
abrite sur son sol.

Il en va de leur honneur. A défaut, il
faudrait parler de non-assistance a peuple
en danger et de bataille perdue pour la
civilisation.

Nous appelons ces gouvernements a
demander au Conseil de sécurité des
Nations unies une médiation
internationale.»

LES SIGNATAIRES :
James «. Galbraith(professeur a ia

Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public
Affairs de I'université du Texas),

Pascal BrUCkner (romancier et

essayiste),

Bernard KOUChneI’ (ancien ministre

des affaires étrangéres et européennes de
la France),

Bernard-Henri evy(ecrivain,
philosophe, et membre du conseil de
surveillance du « Monde »),

Jean-Luc Marion (de racadémie

francaise),

Daniel Cohn-Bendit (ex-députe

européen),
Salman Rushdie(écrivain),
Adam M|Chn|k (directeur de

la publication « Gazeta Wyborcza »).
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Kendal Nezan : «ll faut redessiner

les frontieres du Moyen-Orient »
Le président de I'Institut kurde de Paris souhaite que la France accompagne

la marche du Kurdistan irakien vers l'independance.

endal Nezan rentre d’Erbil, en Irak,
ou il a assisté au référendum sur I'in-
dépendance du Kurdistan, approu-
vée par 92 % des votants.

LE FIGARO. - Quereprésente

pour vous ce référendum d’indépendance ?

Kendal NEZAN. - Pour la premiére fois de son histoi-
re, une partie du peuple kurde a eu la possibilité
d’exprimer démocratiquement et pacifiquement ses
aspirations. C’était un moment de fierté et de joie
pour la population du Kurdistan irakien, qu’elle soit
kurde, chrétienne, turkméne ou arabe, et pour les
Kurdes de la diaspora. Le droit a I’'autodétermination
fait partie de la charte des Nations unies. Au nom de
quoi demanderait-on un Etat pour les Palestiniens et
le refuserait-on pour les Kurdes, qui forment une
nation trés ancienne ?

Mais le scrutin s’est déroulé contre I’avis de tous

et n’estreconnu par personne.

Les positions vont sans doute évoluer. Les Kurdes
sont décus par la position prise par leurs alliés, en
particulier les Etats-Unis. La position francaise
était médiane. La France peut jouer a I’avenir un
role de médiateur. L’opinion publique kurde espére
qu’elle va prendre acte de ce qui s’est passé et
qu’elle va proposer sa médiation pour un réglement
pacifique car un conflit aurait des conséquences in-
calculables sur la guerre contre Daech et la stabilité
régionale.

Risque-t-on d’assister aun effet de contagion

dans les territoires kurdes voisins ?

Lapremiere conséquence visible du référendum est
pour les Kurdes de Syrie. Le régime de Damas a cri-
tiqué le référendum au Kurdistan irakien mais, sur
les conseils des Russes sans doute, afait une offre de
fédération aux Kurdes. En Iran, d’énormes mani-
festations populaires ont eu lieu dans la plupart des
villes du Kurdistan iranien le soir du scrutin. Pour
éviter que les Kurdes d’lran et de Turquie n’en arri-
vent a souhaiter une séparation, il est nécessaire
d’améliorer leur sort. Dans un mariage heureux, il
n’y apas de raison de demander le divorce. Je pense
que beaucoup de Kurdes préféreraient faire partie
de la Turquie avec une ville comme Istanbul ou ils
sont 3 millions, mais si on détruit leurs villes, enfer-
me leurs élus, I’effet du vote du Kurdistan irakien
pourrait étre contagieux. Erdogan, qui s’est allié a
I’extréme droite nationaliste turque apres le coup
d’Etat raté dejuillet 2016, a un discours hostile aux

10

Kurdes. Il va avoir a choisir entre ses relations fruc-
tueuses avec le Kurdistan irakien et I’obsession
idéologique antikurde.

S’agit-il d’untournantpour I’idée nationale kurde ?
L’idée nationale kurde, qui remonte a 1697, traverse
les siecles. En 1920, la communauté internationale
reconnait aux Kurdes le droit & avoir un Etat, mais le
traité de Sevres n’est pas appliqué. Un siecle d’his-
toire tragique et mouvementée plus tard, les Kurdes
viennent de franchir un passage décisif pour le mou-
vement national kurde. Si la suite est accompagnée
intelligemment par la communauté internationale,
cela peut se dérouler pacifiquement. Si I’on fait
I’économie d’'un accompagnement, les conséquen-
ces seront graves pour la stabilité régionale et ruine-
raient aussi la crédibilité des Occidentaux. Le Kur-
distan est la seule région du Moyen-Orient ou la
démocratie, le respect des minorités et des droits de
I’homme et I’esprit séculaire sont défendus par une
population. Ne pas le défendre serait une défaite mo-
rale polir nos valeurs.

Pourquoi, au Moyen-Orient, alafin de I’histoire,

ce sont toujours les Kurdes qui perdent?

Les Kurdes perdent temporairement, mais ils sont
toujours la. Aprés la Premiere Guerre mondiale, il y
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avait 3 millions de Kurdes. Et malgré les défaites, les
déportations, les massacres, il y a aujourd’hui
40 millions de Kurdes. On ne peut pas les éliminer.
Ils sont les acteurs du futur Moyen-Orient que I’on
espére démocratique et séculier face au régime des
ayatollahs iraniens et a la Turquie autocratique d’Er-
dogan. lls vonty arriver. llsy parviendront plus ra-
pidement s’ils sont soutenus. Les pays occidentaux
avaient encore un certain lustre, une certaine attrac-
tivité voici encore trente ans. lls ont perdu leur in-
fluence face a la poussée des mouvements intégristes
chiites et sunnites, qui sont devenus dominants. Le
Kurdistan est le dernier Tlot. Les Kurdes veulentjuste
gérer leurs affaires sur les territoires de leurs ancé-

peuples, disait Vaclav Havel. Si les peuples n’ont plus
envie de vivre ensemble au sein d’un méme Etat, on
ne peut les forcer éternellement. L’Irak a existé pen-
dant pres d’un siécle, soit beaucoup plus longtemps
que I’'URSS ou la Yougoslavie. Aujourd’hui, les Ara-
bes sunnites ne veulent pas étre sous la férule d’un
régime sectaire chiite irakien. Les sunnites de Syrie
ne veulent pas étre sous la férule sanglante du régime
alaouite. Les Kurdes n’ont plus. 1l serait temps d’or-
ganiser une conférence internationale avec I’ensem-
ble des parties et modifier la carte avec un Etat
sunnite irakien et syrien, un Etat kurde en Irak et, si
les Kurdes de Syrie veulent s’y joindre, une fédéra-
tion et enfin un Etat alaouite... m

tres et vivre dans une société ouverte et pluraliste.

Faut-il redessiner les frontieres du Moyen-Orient?
Les frontieres sont faites pour le bonheur des
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Laquestion du Kurdistan embarrasse ’Elysée

Lepremier ministre irakien, Haider Al-Abadi, attendu jeudi a Paris, afailliannuler savisite

BAGDAD - envoyée spéciale

lors que le premier mi-
nistre irakien Haider Al-
Abadi est attendu a Paris,

Jean-Yves Le Drian et Florence
Parly, I’Elysée avait affirmé que le
président frangais proposerait
I'aide de la France «pour ne pas
laisser les tensions s’installer»

jeudi5octobre, pourune visitmofe Bagdad et les Kurdes et que,

ficielle, laprésidence frangaise est
manifestement embarrassée par
la question du Kurdistan. «Il sera
naturel d*évoquer le contexte et
d¥coutercequenos interlocuteurs
ont a dire», souligne-t-on pru-
demment a I’Elysée, ou l'on est
plus disert pour souligner «que
Ilrak va entrer dans une phase de
reconstruction politique et de sta-
bilisation avec d’importantes
perspectives de développement».

La lutte contre le terrorisme,
alors que l'organisation Etat isla-
mique (El) est aux abois, et lés
défis de I'apres-guerre, ainsi que
les grands contrats, seront évi-
demment a l'ordre du jour. Mais,
depuis le référendum sur I'indé-
pendance organisé par le prési-
dent de la région autonome du
Kurdistan, Massoud Barzani, le
25 septembre, les mesures de
rétorsion de Bagdad et les gesti-
culations militaires ont compli-
qué la donne.

Le 29 septembre, en annongant
lavenue du premier ministre ira-
kien, invité le 26 aoGt lors de la vi-
site en Irak des ministres des af-
faires étrangeéres et de la défense,

dans sa conversation avec M. Al-
Abadi, Emmanuel Macron avait a
lafois insisté sur «l'importancede
préserver l'unité et l'intégrité de
I'lrak tout en reconnaissant les
droits du peuplekurde».

Cest la position traditionnelle
de la diplomatie francgaise et cha-
que importante visite officielle
dans la capitale irakienne se dou-
ble, comme ce fut le cas en jan-
vier avec Frangois Hollande, d’un
passage a Erbil, la capitale de laré-
gion autonome kurde.
Rétropéddlage
Mais les tensions croissantes de
I'aprés-référendum ont entrainé
un raidissement du premier mi-
nistre irakien, fragilisé par le réfé-
rendum de M. Barzani. «ll ny a
pas de relation entre I'invitation et
la crise causée par le référendum
inconstitutionnel», avait aussitot
rétorqué Bagdad, et le bureau du
premier ministre de contredire
totalement [I’Elysée, assurant
«qu’iln'apas du toutétéfait men-
tion [dans la conversation télé-
phonique entre les deux diri-
geants] dBviter une escalade ou

des droits des Kurdes». Des ru-
meurs ont fleuri a Bagdad sur
I'annulation de la visite. Une ren-
contre, samedi, entre I'ambassa-
deur de France en lrak, Bruno
Aubert, et le cabinet de M. Al-
Abadi a dissipé les malentendus.

«Le premier ministre était in-
quiet que cette annoncésoit utili-
sée contre luipar le camp delan-
cien premier ministre, Nouri Al-
Maliki, quicherche a le déstabiliser
politiquement. Il voulait sassurer
qu’il ny aurait pas de discus-
sions sur le Kurdistan, ni daffi-
chage avec des représentants kur-
des», indigue Ahmed Al-Rushdi,
conseiller diplomatique du prési-
dent du Parlement irakien, Selim
Al-Joubouri. Cela l'oblige a tenir
strictement la ligne ferme qu’il a
définie en réaction au référen-
dum : pas de négociation hors du
cadre de la Constitution etl’annu-
lation préalable par M. Barzani du
résultat du scrutin - 92,73 % de
oui al'indépendance.

Paris donc a da faire du rétropé-
dalage. Le ministere des affaires
étrangéres, évoquant la visite
dans son communiqué du 2octo-
bre, ne mentionne pas Une seule
fois le mot kurde. La perspective
d’une médiation ne devraittoute-
fois pas étre absente des discus-
sions entre M. Macron et M. Al-
Abadi. «Une médiation est déja

lancée, assure M. Al-Rushdi. Les
deux parties cherchent un pays
étranger qui pourrait accueillir
une table ronde. Ce n'est pas pos-
sible dans les capitales du Moyen-
Orient. Washington est trop loin.
Paris a de bonnes relations avec
les deux parties. Le président Bar-
zani a demandé a la France de
jouer le role de médiateur. »

A la fin de la guerre du Golfe
en 1991, alors que le régime de
Saddam Hussein écrasait la ré-
volte kurde, Francois Mitterrand
avait joué un rdle-clé pour con-
vaincre le Conseil de sécurité de
I'ONU d’instaurer un sanctuaire
pour les Kurdes sur leur territoire
dans le nord de I'lrak. Cefutlapre-
miéere application du droitd'ingé-
rence, théorisé par Mario Rettati
et Bernard Kouchner.

Dans I'immédiat, la priorité
reste Bagdad; Paris est, loin der-
riére les Etats-Unis, le pays euro-
péen le plus engagé en Irak dans
la coalition contre I’El. Il s’agit de
construire la paix et de stabiliser
les zones libérées pour lesquelles
64 millions d’euros d’aide ont été
débloqués depuis 2014. « Ckst un
gestefortdela partdupremier mi-
nistre Abadi que de voyager en Un
moment aussi critique», se félici-
te-t-on a Paris, a

HELENE SALLON
ET MARC SEMO (A PARIS)
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Kurdistan and lrag
dial down the anger

IVOR PRICKETTFOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

The main square in Erbil, Irag. Kurds voted for independence in a referendum that drewthreats of retaliation fromthe Iraqi authorities.

NEWS ANALYSIS
ERBIL, IRAQ

An independence vote
may not boil over
into outright conflict

BY ROD NORDLAND
AND DAVID ZUCCHINO

The world could be excused for thinking
that another war was about to break out
in Irag.

After Iraq’s Kurds voted in favor of in-
dependence, they took to the streets,
waving flags and honking horns, and
loudly scoffing at Baghdad’s threats of
military action. Iraq shut down interna-
tional flights into the region and sent se-
curity forces to the Kurdish borders,
while the region’s neighbors threatened
economic and military intervention.

More than a week iater, however, the
Kurds have taken no steps to actually
declare independence, and Baghdad
and its allies have done nothing to make
good on their threats of intervention.
The referendum on independence was a

seminal moment in the Kurds’ long
struggle for a homeland, but neither
Baghdad nor the Kurds seem deter-
mined to force that moment to a crisis.

Kurdish oil is still flowing, despite
threats by the Turks to shut down a vital
pipeline; the Kurds’ pesh merga forces
are still fighting alongside the Ameri-
can-led military coalition in Iraq, their
borders are open, and the military ma-
neuvers by Turkey and Iran have been
viewed by all sides as little more than
posturing.

On Monday Iran made a showy dis-
play of moving battle tanks to its vital
Parvaz Khan border crossing into Kurd-
istan, butthe border stayed open to civil-
ian traffic all the same.

Baghdad’s most concrete action, the
ban last Friday on international flights
to and from Kurdistan’s international
airports, was softened this week when
the lragi authorities announced they
would allow air travel from Kurdistan to
transit through Baghdad.

Though there are existential issues at
stake — potentially an independent
Kurdish state and the breakup of Iraq —
both sides may have been acting provoc-
atively at least in part out of domestic

political considerations.

For the Kurds, the timing of the refer-
endum was seen by critics as an attempt
by the Kurdish regional government’s
leader, Masoud Barzani, to bolster his
popularity domestically and deflect at-
tention from the region’s economic prob-
lems.

For Baghdad, Prime Minister Haider
al-Abadi’s harsh reaction was seen as an
attempt to placate Shiite hard-liners de-
manding a severe response to the Kurd-
ish provocation.

Both leaders face elections in the
coming months. Now, having made their
points, both seem willing to back away
from the precipice.

Mr. Abadi’s spokesman, Saad al-Ha-
dithi, said in an interview Tuesday that
the lIragi government had not carried
out most of its threats yet to give the
Kurds “every opportunity to step back

from their position.”

“The government does not want to in-
flame the situation,” he said. “We be-
lieve they will back down.”

He insisted, however, that the govern-
ment had a timetable for forcing the
Kurds to Surrender control of its borders
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and its oil income but he declined to pro-
vide details.

Hard-line Shiite factions aligned with
Iran are a powerful voting bloc in Iraq,
and many of them are supporters of Mr.
Abadi’s leading political opponent, Vice
President Nuri Kamal al-Maliki. Threat-
ening tough action against the Kurds
helps Mr. Abadi buttress his Shiite base.

“This is a long-term strategy,” said Ali
al-Alag, a leading Iragi lawmaker and a
confidant of Mr. Abadi’s. Gradually Iraq
will cut off Kurdistan’s exports and reve-
nues until it gives in. “In the end,” he
said, “the revenues will come and Mr.
Barzani will be left with nothing and his
dreams will collapse.”

For their part, the Kurds say they
never intended to followthe vote with an
immediate declaration of independence.

“We held this vote because we lost
faith, we were fighting a rear-guard po-
sition for a lost country,” said Hoshyar
Zebari, the former Iraqi foreign minister
who was the architect of the Kurds’ ref-
erendum vote. “But it doesn’t follow au-
tomatically that we will declare a state
the day after. The conditions and re-
quirements of state-building are much
harder than having a vote on the 25th of
September. It will not -happen
overnight.”

The Kurds hoped the referendum
would provide leverage to begin divorce
negotiations with Baghdad. Although
Mr. Abadi has refused, the Kurds have
not given up hope that Baghdad will ne-
gotiate.

They are also dismissive of Baghdad’s
threat to subjugate the Kurdish region
by force.;

“Military intervention, it’s not going
to happen,” said Vahal Ali, director of
communications in President Barzani’s
office. “Because first and foremost they
don’t have the military strength.”

In addition, the Iragis are preoccu-
pied with the battle against the Islamic
State, which still controls territory in
,Irag, and Tor which they depend on co-
operation from Kurdish military forces.

The reality isthat neither sidewants a
military confrontation, said Joost Hilter-

October 2, 2017

mann, afiddle East specialist at the In-
ternational Crisis Group.

“If things escalate, it will be because
of a particular dynamic that evolves,”
and not nécessarily because Mr. Abadi
wants it, Mr. Hiltermann wrote in an
email. “I don’t think we’re even close to
that point.”

Behind the scenes, Western diplo-
mats have been working to tamp down
anger on bjoth sides and maintain the al-
liance against the Islamic State. Diplo-
mats have expressed optimism that the
independence crisis won't boil over into
outright conflict — at least hot yet.

One break in the standoff came from
an unexpected source, a sermon last
Friday by|the influential Iranian Shiite
leader Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani. Ayatol-
lah Sistani firmly criticized the idea of
an independent Kurdish state but at the
same time called for dialogue and for
Baghdad to respect the rights of Kurds.

“While Sistani has made it politically
safe for Abadi to engage in a dialogue
with Erbil, he has also set the secession
of Iraqi Kurdistan as a red line that
Baghdad cannot cross,” wrote Randa
Slim, director of conflict resolution at
the Middle East Institute in Washing-
ton. That statement gave hope to both
sides and defused some of the tension
between them.

Turkey and Iran, who opposed moves
toward Kurdish independence out of
fear of arousing such moves among
their own Kurdish minorities, have also
failed to follow through on bellicose
threats, including military exercises on
the Kurdish border and economic isola-
tion. |

Turkey in!particular wields the great-
estthreatto the deeply troubled Kurdish
economy, the ability to shut off the Kurd-
ish oil pipeline, which runs through Hir-
key and provides the single biggest
source of revenue to the Kurdish Re-
gional Government.

Economy ;Minister Nihat Zeybekci
told journalists over the weekend that it
would be “business as usual.” In com-
ments last week he described talk of an
economic embargo as “dangerous rhet-

oric”and said any trade sanctions would

hurt Turkey as much as the Iragi Kurd-
ish region.

“We're talking about an $8-9 billion
trade and the interests of Turkey,” he
said.

The Kurds have long had a great deal
of autonomy in their northern region, in
what many viewed as de facto inde-
pendence, running their own defense
and foreign affairs, and exporting their
own oil.

So far the independence crisis has not
noticeably deepened the Kurdjsh eco-
nomic crisis, except in industries ca-
tering to international visitors, such as
hotels. Roza Mustafa, sales coordinator
at the luxury Rotana Hotel in Erbil, said
one of the company’s hotels, the Arjan
Rotana, had only “one or two guests”in
its 165 rooms as a result of the travel ban.

“If things escalate, it will be
because of a particular dynamic
that evolves. | don’t think we're
even close to that point.”

Fears that the referendum would lead
to panic buying in a country heavily de-
pendent on imports, and might even
prompt runs on the banks, since Kurdi-
stan has no central bank ofits own and is
part of the Iraqi financial and currency
system, have not materialized.

Atthe Byblos Bank in Erbil, a branch
manager, Lara Azamat, said that only a
few holders of relatively small accounts
were making withdrawals out of ner-
vousness. “In 2013 during the ISIS ad-
vance, many people were scared and
they took their money out,” she said.
“Now a few small accounts have, butthe
big ones are staying in.”

For now, at least, Kurdish leaders be-
lieve they can weather the storm.

“So far it’s within the limits of what we
predicted,” Mr. Zebari said. “It is not
risk-free, but we are prepared for the
consequences.” =

Iran launches military drill with
Iragi Shiite militia on KRG border

ByRudaw.net 2/10/2017

RBIL, Kurdistan Region - A
Ejoint military drill between Iranian
and lIraqi forces has started on the
Iran-KRG borders, temporarily clo-
sing two major border gates with the
Kurdish Region.

“The Parviz Khan gate has tem-
porarily closed this morning due to a
military exercise being launched on
the border areas,” Aram Saya Khan,
an official from the border-crossing
gate told Rudaw, adding they were
informed in an earlier meeting this
morning with Iranian authorities.

Khan added the closure only
affected trade movement, not pas-
sengers on either side of the border.

He explained that this was not
the first time a military drill was being
launched on the Parviz Khan bor-
der-area.

Rudaw’s Halo Mohammed at
the Parviz-Khan border reported
that Iranian Revolutionary Guards
and Irag's Shiite Hashd al-Shaabi
are involved in the military exercise.

Mohammed added the
Bashmakh border-crossing was also
closed due to the military drill.

Saed Masud Jazayeri, deputy

head of the Iranian armed forces,
said that Iranian commanders held a
meeting Saturday morning to dis-
cuss helping Iraq impose its control
over their border areas with the
Kurdistan Region.

Iragq’'s defense ministry stated
Friday that it was coordinating with
neighboring countries to implement
Iraq’s “constitutional authority” over
land and air borders, hours after a
government ban on international
flights to and from the Kurdistan
Region came into force.

The United States cautioned
against unilateral use of force by

Iraq or its neighbors.

Iraqi officials speaking to AP
said they will take control of
Kurdistan Region’s international
frontiers by setting up border control
points just outside Kurdish-control-
led areas in Iran and Turkey. The
Iragi military will not move through
the Kurdistan Region, AP reported.»
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KURDISTAN

UNE INDEPENDANCE

N° 1072 Du 6 au 12 octobre 2017

SUR FOND DE
REPRESAILLES

Dénoncé par le pouvoir central irakien et ses puissants voisins, I'lran et la
Turquie, le référendum de la région autonome kurde déclenche de vives tensions.
Bagdad, Téhéran et Ankara ont brandi I'arme économique de I'embargo,

avec fermeture des aéroports et gel des exportations,

UNEMCTaRE
BERASNTE

Le oui au référendum
pour 'indépendance

- ici, & Dohuk,
dans le nord
de la province,

ie 25 septembre -,

organisé au Kurdistan
irakien a lnitiative

du président de la

région autonome,
Massoud Barzani,
['a emporté avec
93 % des voix.

aféte aduréune nuit. Elle
futjoyeuse etdémonstra-
tive, alahauteurdun évé-
nement quune majorité
des 8 millions de Kurdes
irakiens - dumoins ceux
en age de voter - consi-
dérent probablement
comme historique :un oui massif

(93 %) au principe del'indépendance
de leur « pays », ainsi que le propo-
saient le gouvernement régional
du Kurdistan irakien (GRK) et son
président, Massoud Barzani. «J ai
voté ouipour monpére, assassiné
par lesforces de Saddam Hussein,

par alain léauthier

a ainsi expliqué Irfan Azeez surun
site local. Ouipour mongrand-pére
etpour les milliers de nos combat-
tantsayantpayéleprixdusangpour
quknjin nouspuissions nous libérer
de cetEtattotalementartificielquest
Ilrak et degouvernements quine se
sontjamaispréoccupésdu bien-étre
de notrepeuple. » Aujourd’hui, Irfan
Azeez,juriste spécialiste des conflits,
sait certainement que I'indépen-
dance réelle du Kurdistan irakien
n'estpas pour demain. En décidant

de maintenirun scrutinannoncé des
2014, Massoud Barzani se doutait
que le pouvoir central de Bagdad

ne resteraitpas sans réagir. Certains
politologues lui prétent méme le
sombre dessein davoir misé surune
riposte militaire immédiate des deux
puissants voisins ou viventd'impor-
tantes minorités kurdes, la Turquie
et I'lran, violemment hostiles a un
processus qualifié dV illégitime et
inacceptable ». Pour I’'expertirakien
Jassem Hanoun, une opération mus-
clée dAnkara et de Téhéran aurait
fourniaBarzani «unprétexte d aller
réclamera I'ONUledroita lautodé-
termination ». Accessoirement, sur
le plan intérieur, elle lui aurait aussi
permisderedorersonblasonetd’en-
filer le costume du résistant alors
que son régime est de plus en plus
contesté, le mandat du président
du GRK étantarrivé a expiration en
2015. Par deuxfois déja, le Parlement
duKurdistanirakien - que dominela
coalition entre saformation, le Parti
démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK),
et les fréres ennemis de I'Union
patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK) -
a repoussé de nouvelles élections.
Barzani a-t-il délibérémentjoué la
carte dupire ? Pour Kendal Nezan,
présidentdelI'Institutkurde de Paris,
«lerésultatdu vote montre, sibesoin
était, que le désir d’indépendance
estpartagépar I'immense majorité
de nos compatriotes. En réalité, ce
référendum aurait dd avoir lieu
bienplus tdt, mais, avec | bffensive
de |Etatislamique, la situation ne
lepermettaitpas ». Luireleve avant
toutlatrésforte participation, méme
dansles zones favorables au mouve-
ment d’opposition Gorran, lequel
prénaitlabstention. Mé&me sile taux
de cette participation est contesté

Pour I’heure, il n’est pas ques-
tion d’intervention militaire, mais
plutdt d’une tentative de blocus
intégral des « séditieux ». Depuis
le leroctobre, plus aucun vol n’est
possible au départ ou a destination
des deux aéroports internationaux
gue compte la région autonome, a
Erbil, lacapitale, eta Souleimaniyé, la
deuxiémeville duKurdistan iralden,
proche delafrontiére iranienne. Fini

latolérance quipermettaitatousles
visiteurs « étrangers » de pénétrer sur
le territoire irakien avec pour seul
visa celui délivré a leur arrivée par
lesdouaniers relevantde lautorité du
GRK Officiellement, lamesure coer-
citive ne concerne pas lespersonnels
diplomatiques ethumanitaires, mais
bien souvent ceux-la utilisaient des
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I’heure, ils ne peuvent donc plus le
faire.Plusieurs ONG ontdéjaexprimé
leur inquiétude, notamment celles
qui interviennent dans larégion de
Mossoul ou plusieurs centaines de
milliers de réfugiés vivent dans des
conditions précaires.

Plus génant pour I’économ e
locale, «jusqu’a nouvelordre » I’lran
ainterdittoustransports de produits
depuis etvers I’entité régionale, soit
unvolume d’échanges annuel estimé
a 4,2 milliards d’euros. L’enjeu n’est
pas négligeable pour les Kurdes, les-
quelsimportentle gazole raffiné en
quantité par laRépublique islamique
tout en y exportant, a destination
des marchés du Golfe, une partie
du pétrole brut qui leur a assuré
une relative opulence ces derniéres
années. La manne pétroliére, c’est
toutalafoislaforce etlafaiblesse du
régime de MassoudBarzani. Quand
lechaosrégnait aBagdad, larégon
autonome, grace a son exploitation
réguliére, a pu se doter d’équipe-
ments etd'infrastructures. Pourtant,
faute davoir su diversifier ses res-
sources, plusquejamais le Kurdistan

irakien dépend des 550 000 barils
parjour (surune production totale
de 600 000) exportés via I'oléoduc
reliantl'lrakau portturc de Ceyhan,
surlaMéditerranée. Or,Recep Tayyip
Erdogan menace aujourd’hui,
comme il na cessé de le faire avant
latenue du référendum, de fermer
le robinet. Ce qui asphyxieraitpour
de bon son ancien allié. Entre le
président turc et Barzani, la lune
de miel semblait pourtant durable,
fondée toutala fois surde fructueux
échangescommerciaux etun intérét
commun face aux menées du Parti
destravailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK),
porteur d’un projetpolitique suppo-
sémentincompatible avec celui du
PDK. «Evidemment, estime Kendal
Nezan,parce qu’ildoitdonnerdes
gagesa lafrange laplusradicalement
antikurdede IAKP [Partidelajustice
etdudéveloppement] etalextréme
droite,Erdoganpeutétre tentéd aller
jusquau boutdesesmenaces, maisil
prendra lerisque de se mettre a dos
les éluskurdes quilesoutiennentet,
au-dela, dans toute la région, beau-
coup dans lespopulations sunnites
necomprendrontpas qu’ilfasse >

ENGUSE
CESANCTIONS

ran a interdit
jusqu'a nouvel

ordre le transport

de produits pétroliers
depuis et vers

le Kurdistan irakien.
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
menace, quant a lui,
de fermer l'acces a
'oléoduc reliant I'rak
au port de Ceyhan,
en Turguie. Or, la
survie économique
du Kurdistan dépend
de l'exportation

de 550 000 barils
parjour sur

une production
totale de 600 000.

"LA LIBERTE A UN PRIX ET LES KURDES SONT BIEN

PLACES POUR LE SAVOIR. A TERME, ILN'Y AMS DAUTRE
SOLUTION QUE LE DIVORCE A L'AMIABLE." KENDANEZAN

> causecommuneavecllran chiite
ou le régime irakien. » Scénario
impossible ? « Dans I'immédiat, il
sagitsurtoutd’intimidations et de
gesticulations, bien souventa usage
interne, maisjenepensepasquecela
puisse déboucher sur des affronte-
mentsmilitairesd 'importance», sou-
tientle présidentde I'Institut kurde
de Paris. Et surtoutpas dans les sec-
teurs de laprovince de Ninive passés
sous le contréle des peshmergas (les
combattants kurdes), en particu-
lier celui de Kirkouk, richissime en
pétrole. Danger majeur :laprésence
en force de milices chiites plus ou
moins inféodées a l'lran et qui ont
épaulé les forces irakiennes lors de
labataille de Mossoul. «La libertéa
unprix etles Kurdessonthienpla-
céspour le savoir, tranche Kendal
Nezan. Mais, en toutétat de cause,
on ne reviendrapas en arriére. On
nepeutannulerunvotequia eu lieu.
A terme, ilny apas d autre solution
que ledivorcea lamiable. » Pasavant
quelques annéesetsousl’égde dela
communauté internationale. Bien
gu’il ait formellement démenti tout
lien entre sa visite et la crise kurde,
le Premier ministre irakien, Haidar
al-Abadi, devait s’entretenir avec
Emmanuel Macron le 5 octobre. Et
Massoud Barzani pourraitlui succé-
deral’Elysée. Ce n’estpas encore une
négociation. Mais, dans I'immédiat,
ce n'estpas la guerre. m a.l.
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La Sainte Alliance
contre les Kurdes

Par KENDAL NEZAN,
Eres dept de ["Institut
Ty
WW«RPlgeratlon.fr

e référendum du 25 septembre au

Kurdistan irakien est un véritable miracle,
dans une région en guerre et sous la menace
de Daech. Que les pays voisins aient tout tenté
pour le contrer n’a rien d’étonnant, dans le
chaos environnant. Mais que les démocraties
occidentales n’aient pas défendu cette
démarche transparente et pacifique est incom-
préhensible.

Le 25 septembre, le peuple du Kurdistan
irakien, toutes tendances et toutes confessions
confondues, s’est massivement rendu aux
urnes pour se prononcer sur son avenir. A prés
de 93% il a opté pour I'indépendance du
Kurdistan.

Le scrutin, tout comme la campagne
référendaire qui |’a précédée, s’est déroulé
dans le calme, sans incident majeur et selon
une procédure démocratique transparente.

Cela en soi constitue un miracle, car on n’est
pas en Suisse, mais dans un pays du Moyen-
Orient encore en guerre contre Daech [le
groupe jihadiste Etat islamique, ndlr] et men-
acé par des Etats voisins qui n’ont pas lésiné
sur les intimidations et les manceuvres divers-
es pour dissuader la population d’aller voter.

Dans un monde idéal, respectueux du droit et
dejustice, la communauté internationale aurait
d( saluer le courage et la maturité politique
d’un peuple malmené par I'histoire, qui a subi

tant de tragédies, qui exprime ainsi pacifique-
ment ses aspirations et son attachement aux
normes et valeurs démocratiques et prendre
I’initiative d’accompagner ce processus d’ac-
cession a I’indépendance.

Mais on est dans un monde oul les mots jus-
tice, droit international, droit des peuples a
I’autodétermination sont instrumentalisés par
les puissances, grandes et moyennes, en fonc-
tion de leurs intéréts dans un esprit ou le
cynisme le dispute a I’hypocrisie.

RE%IF}%%IFS)'B\IEIDEOLOGIQUE

Ainsi, la Turquie qui a créé dans sa zone d’oc-
cupation chypriote une «république turque»
pour quelque 200.000 Chypriotes turcs, dénie
aux 7,5 millions de Kurdes irakiens le droit a
un Etat indépendant. Son président islamiste,
qui réclame la levée du blocus contre Gaza,
menace de fermer sa frontiére avec le
Kurdistan irakien, d’empécher ses exporta-
tions de pétrole voire d’y intervenir militaire-
ment. Cela alors que depuis vingt-cing ans le
Kurdistan autonome a prouvé qu’il ne consti-
tuait pas une menace pour la sécurité de ses
voisins turcs et iraniens et qu’il est méme
devenu, selon les années, le deuxieme ou le
troisieme marché pour les exportateurs turcs.
Entre intéréts économiques mutuellement
bénéfiques et obsession idéologique antikurde,
Ankara semble choisir cette derniére, de peur,
semble-t-il, que I’'indépendance du Kurdistan
irakien n’encourage les quelque 18 a 20 mil-
lions de Kurdes de Turquie qui n’ont méme
pas le droit d’avoir un enseignement dans leur
langue, ne revendiquent unjour le méme
statut. Aprés prés d’un siécle de conflits si

Lors du meeting de Massoud Barzani, président du Kurdistan irakien,
vendredi, dans le stade d’Erbil. Photo Christophe Petit Tesson
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coQteux en vies humaines et en ressources, la
Turquie n’a toujours pas compris que la
meilleure fagon de combattre le séparatisme
kurde est de gagner la bataille des cceurs et
des esprits en reconnaissant les droits culturels
et linguistiques de sa population kurde en se
posant en protectrice des Kurdes des pays
voisins.

L’Iran, qui contréle déja le régime chiite de
Bagdad et qui a aussi une population d’envi-
ron 12 millions de Kurdes a grande majorité
sunnite, ne veut pas d’un Kurdistan démocra-
tique, séculaire, pro-occidental a ses frontiéres.
Choqué qu’en plein mois de deuil chiite de
«moharramy, le référendum donne lieu a de
grandes manifestations festives et joyeuses
dans les principales villes du Kurdistan
iranien, il se coalise avec son rival régional
turc pour tenter d’intimider et d’asphyxier le
Kurdistan irakien. Il agite aussi bruyamment
le spectre de la «création d’un deuxiéme
Israél» pour rallier les pays arabes a sa
croisade antikurde, feignant d’ignorer que
I’idée d’un Kurdistan uni et indépendant
remonte a |’épopée nationale kurde Mem et
Zin, et que la premiére Histoire générale des
Kurdes, le Cherefnameh ou Fastes de la
Nation kurde, écrite en 1596 en persan, préce-
dent de quelques siécles la création d’lIsraél.
Par ailleurs, la premiere République kurde de
I’histoire a été fondée en 1946 a Mahabad au
Kurdistan iranien.

Quant au pauvre Irak, ou ce qu’il en reste, il a
cru faire preuve d’autorité en prenant la seule
mesure de rétorsion a sa portée, la fermeture
des aéroports du Kurdistan aux vols interna-
tionaux. Une mesure qui affecte tant les civils
kurdes, les hommes d’affaires que les person-
nels humanitaires et volontaires qui viennent
aider les quelque 1,8 million de réfugiés et
déplacés, pour une large majorité des Arabes
sunnites, a qui le Kurdistan a généreusement
offert son hospitalité. Selon Bagdad, le
référendum du Kurdistan serait «inconstitu-
tionnel». L’ancien ambassadeur américain,
Robert Ford, peu suspect de kurdophilie, a
relevé, dans un article récent, que le gouverne-
ment irakien n’a pas respecté des dispositions
essentielles (key dispositions) de la
Constitution de 2005, comme la création d’un
Sénat devant représenter les régions et les
gouvernorats, I’interdiction de milices, 1’or-
ganisation d’un référendum dans les territoires
dits disputés avant fin 2007, |’affectation de
17% du budget a la région du Kurdistan, etc.
De son c6té, I'ancien ministre des Affaires
étrangeres puis des finances de I’lrak, Hoshyar
Zebari, dans une tribune publiée par The
Telegraph de Londres, souligne que le régime
irakien a violé 55 des 144 articles de la
Constitution et qu’il n’a pas respecté les
accords de partage de pouvoir conclu sous
I’égide américaine entre les Kurdes et les
Premiers ministres irakiens successifs, Nouri
al-Maliki et Haidar al-Abadi.

1LOT DE TOLERANCE RELIGIEUSE
ET DE PLURALISME

Cette politique de centralisation du pouvoir, de
marginalisation des Arabes sunnites a favorisé
I’émergence d’abord d’Al-Qaeda, puis *
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de Daech. De ce fait, les Kurdes ne veu-
lent plus faire partie d’un Irak dirigé par un
pouvoir chiite sectaire inféodé a I’lran.

Les pays arabes qui réclament, ajuste titre, un
Etat palestinien refusent ce méme droit aux
Kurdes qui constituent une nation historique,
qu’ils honorent de temps a autre comme des
«descendants de Saladin, sauveur de I’islam».
Ils ne sont pas a une contradiction et un
anachronisme prés. Mais de la a s’associer a
leurs rivaux et ennemis iraniens et turcs !
Comprenne qui pourra.

Cependant, le plus incompréhensible reste la
position des démocraties. Elles n’ont de cesse
de parler des droits de I’'hnomme, de tolérance
religieuse, des valeurs démocratiques et sem-
blent s’opposer a la volonté clairement
exprimée d’un peuple, qui dans un Moyen-
Orient livré aux dérives autocratiques et sec-
taires, honore et pratique ces valeurs, qui a
créé un ilot de paix, de tolérance religieuse,
de pluralisme, de stabilité et de relative
prospérité dans un environnement régional

Alliance turco-irano-irakienne pour punir nos
meilleurs alliés régionaux, ceux qui ont com-
battu bravement Daech et les sacrifier sur
I’autel des intéréts a court terme et de la
Realpolitik ? Dans un monde ou les Iraniens
soutiennent partout les chiites, les
pétromonarchies les sunnites salafistes, les
Russes les orthodoxes, nos démocraties ne
devraient-elles pas défendre, elles aussi, leurs
valeurs et ceux qui, comme les Kurdes, les
portent au prix d’indicibles sacrifices ?

CONSEIL DE SECURITE

En 1918, le grand président américain
Woodrow Wilson, au nom de ses principes
des nationalités et pour une paix juste et
durable avait préconisé la création d’un
Kurdistan entérinée par le traité international

de Sévres de 1920 qui ne fut jamais appliqué.

Ce manquement ou cette «<imprévoyance»,
comme le rappelait le chef de la délégation
kurde, le général Chérif Pacha, plongea le
peuple kurde dans un siecle de malheurs.

En 1991, un autre grand homme d’Etat,

Francois Mitterrand, lors de la crise des
réfugiés kurdes consécutive a la Guerre du
Golfe, a bravé le scepticisme et I’hostilité de
ses alliés et saisi le Conseil de Sécurité pour
faire adopter la fameuse résolution 688 qui a
créé une zone de protection qui a évolué vers
le Kurdistan autonome actuel.

Aujourd’hui, menacé par ses voisins, mais
serein et déterminé, le peuple kurde espeére
que la France, qui bénéficie d’'un immense
capital de sympathie au Kurdistan, prendra a
nouveau sa défense en usant de toute son
influence d’abord pour réduire les tensions et
empécher les Etats voisins d’asphyxier le
Kurdistan, puis offrir ses bons services a
Bagdad et a Erbil pour un réglement paci-
fique de la crise. Elle devrait aussi porter cette
question qui menace gravement la paix et la
stabilité régionale devant le Conseil de sécu-
rité. Elle est la seule a pouvoir le faire, car
dans ce monde tel qu’il est organisé, les
Kurdes n’ont ni siége ni voix a I’ONU alors
qu’une myriade d’Tles, d’émirats, de confettis
d’empires y siégent et y votent. ¢

chaotique. Allons-nous soutenir la Sainte

Le Point

4 OCTOBRE 2017

Front commun lran-Turquie contre
les aspirations des Kurdes d'lrak

Par AFP, le 04/10/2017 http://www.lepoint.fr/

éhéran - L'lran etla Turquie ont affiché un front commun

mercredi contre les aspirations indépendantistes du
Kurdistan irakien, a l'occasion d'une visite du président turc
Recep Tayyip Erdogan a Téhéran consacrant le rapprochement
entre deux voisins aux relations compliquées.

"Certains dirigeants de la région du Kurdistan d'Irak ont pris des déci-
sions erronées qui doivent étre compensées”, a dit le président iranien
Hassan Rohani aprés avoir rencontré M. Erdogan, dont il s'agit de la pre-
miére visite depuis 2015.

"L'lran, la Turquie et I'lrak sont obligés de prendre des mesures
sérieuses”, a-t-il ajouté, en référence aux représailles promises par les trois
pays apreés le référendum d'indépendance du 25 septembre au Kurdistan
irakien.

Ankara et Téhéran, qui comptent une forte minorité kurde et craignent
une contagion, ont vivement condamné le scrutin organisé par les autorités
de cette région autonome.

Avec Bagdad, ils imposent déja un blocus aérien au Kurdistan irakien, et
I'lran a mis en oeuvre un gel des échanges pétroliers avec cette région.

Selon la traduction en persan de ses propos diffusée par la télévision
d'Etat iranienne, Recep Tayyip Erdogan a menacé de mesures de rétorsions
encore "plus sévéres”, et affirmé que cette région du nord de I'lrak n'irait
"nulle part" et resterait "isolée".

our le guide supréme iranien, l'ayatollah Ali Khamenei, qui a égale-

ment recu M. Erdogan, "le référendum au Kurdistan irakien a été
une trahison". Il est trés important que I'lran et la Turquie "prennent ensem-
ble des (mesures) sérieuses, politiques et économiques” face a cette situation,
a-t-il ajouté dans communiqué publié aprés la rencontre.

Le référendum du 25 septembre a donné une victoire écrasante du "oui",
mais les autorités kurdes ont laissé entendre qu'elles n'avaient pas l'intention
de proclamer rapidement I'indépendance.

Le conflit en Syrie a aussi été au menu de la visite de M. Erdogan. Dans
ce pays, la Turquie soutient des rebelles opposés au président Bachar al-
Assad, appuyé militairement par I'lran. MM. Rohani et Erdogan ont toutefois
insisté sur les résultats des négociations parrainées par leurs pays et la Russie
—autre soutien de M. Assad— pour ramener la paix.

-'IRAK ET SYRIE INDIVISIBLES' -

Ils ont évoqué le déploiement de "forces de contrdle” communes a ces
trois pays dans certaines zones de "désescalade” décidé mi-septembre.

"Du point de vue (de I'lran et de la Turquie), I'lrak et la Syrie sont des

Hassan Rouhani (D) et Recep Ta%i;; Erdogan a Téhéran,
le 4 octobre 201

entités indivisibles et indépendantes. Nous n'acceptons pas les changements"
de frontiéere, a dit M. Rohani.

Les deux présidents ont également constaté le peu de progres vers lI'ob-
jectifd'un triplement de leurs échanges commerciaux —a 30 milliards de dol-
lars en 2018—, et proclamé leur volonté de renforcer leurs liens économiques.

Is ont notamment annoncé leur volonté de réaliser leurs échanges

dans leurs devises nationales (sans passer par une monnaie tierce
comme le dollar ou I'euro), ce qui pourrait contribuer a sortir I'lran de I'iso-
lement dans lequel il est maintenu par les sanctions américaines, qui conti-
nuent de frapper les transactions bancaires.

Les relations turco-iraniennes apparaissent nettement meilleures
qu'elles ne I'étaient lors de la derniere visite de M. Erdogan en avril 2015.

A I'époque, les deux capitales s'accusaient mutuellement de déstabiliser
le Proche et le Moyen-Orient.

Héritiers d'empires qui se sont longtemps fait la guerre, I'lran et la
Turquie modernes entretiennent des relations ambivalentes.

Apreés une période de nette amélioration dans la deuxiéme moitié de la
décennie 2000, celles-ci s'étaient nettement détériorées depuis 2010 avec les
Printemps arabes et l'autorisation donnée par la Turquie, membre de
I'Alliance atlantique, au déploiement sur son sol du bouclier antimissiles de
I'Otan, percu comme une menace existentielle par Téhéran. «
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Turkish & Iranian leaders unite against Kurdish
referendum, accuse Mossad of meddling

5 Oct, 2017 https://www.rt.com

Iran and Turkey have agreed to take "every possible measure" against the
independence vote that was recently held in the Iragi Kurdistan, the leaders
of the two countries said, accusing Israel of masterminding the move.

The independence referendum in the Iragi Kurdistan is a "betrayal” of the
Middle East and a threat to the future of the entire region, Iran's Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, said during a meeting with Turkish
President RecepTayyip Erdogan in Tehran.

He went on to say that the vote would entail "long-term repercussions"
for all neighboring states, adding that Iran and Turkey "should take every pos-
sible measure against the move and the Iragi government, too, should make
decisions and take serious action," as reported by the Iranian state media.

His words were partly echoed by Erdogan, who said that "Turkey's and
Iran's determination on the matter is evident."

"Turkey will only engage with the central government in Iraq and we cer-
tainly term this referendum as illegitimate," the president added, as cited by
the Turkish Anadolu news agency.

He also warned that Ankara and Tehran are ready to take "more severe
steps... in the upcoming period" in addition to the measuresthey already took
following the referendum.

Both leaders also agreed in alleging that Israel played a certain role in the
Kurdish referendum, claiming that it sought to "split" the Middle East.

"What isthe referendum organized by northern Irag's regional administra-
tion for? No country in the world apart from Israel recognizes it," Erdogan said
at a joint news conference with Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, who also
attended his meeting with Khamenei.

"A decision made at the table with Mossad is not legitimate, it is illegiti-
mate," the Turkish leader added.

n histurn, Khamenei said that Israel as well as some "foreign powers," inclu-
ding the US, want to create contention between regional powers in the
Middle East by creating a "new Israel.”

"Some foreigners plan to split the area to increase ethnic and sectarian
discrimination,” president Rouhani said. "Both countries do not accept such
acts of discrimination," he added, referring to the positions of Iran and Turkey,
as reported by Anadolu.

Erdogan further said that after the referendum "northern lIrag's local
administration will be condemned to isolation."

Tasnim

News Agencv

October 4, 2017

The Iragi Kurds held a unilateral independence referendum on September
25. A day later, the President of the Kurdistan Regional Government Masoud
Barzani said that most voters cast their ballots in favor of independence.

Baghdad immediately denounced the move as "unconstitutional." The
Iragi parliament even asked the government to send troops into the Kurdish
areas. Turkey, Iran, and Syria also immediately expressed their opposition to
the creation of an independent Kurdistan over concerns that it may spur sepa-
ratist sentiment in their own Kurdish-populated areas.

t that time, Erdogan threatened the Iraqgi Kurds with economic sanctions,
Aadding that "military options" are also on the table. He particularly said
that Iragi Kurds will "not be able to find food" if Ankara decidesto halt the flow
of trucks into the region and "close the oil taps,” diminishing the lIraqgi
Kurdistan oil revenues.

The US said it did not recognize the legitimacy of the independence refe-
rendum, adding that it continued to support "a united, federal, democratic
and prosperous Irag."

The Russian Foreign Ministry said on September 27 that that Moscow
continues to support the territorial integrity of Irag and other Middle East
nations, adding that the issue should be resolved through a peaceful dialog "at
finding a mutual form of coexistence in a unified Iraqi state.”

Israel has so far been the only country that supported the Kurdish referen-
dum as its Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said in mid-September that
"while lIsrael is opposed to any kind of terrorism, it supports the legitimate
means of the Kurdish people to obtain their own state."»

Generals Discuss Iran-Turkey
Cooperation against Secession Bids

TEHRAN (Tasnim) - October, 04, 2017
https://www.tasnimnews.com

op generals from Iran and Turkey in a meeting
Tin Tehran explored avenues for military coope-
ration in the war against terrorism and for thwar-
ting the plots seeking disintegration of the regional
countries, such as the Iragi Kurdistan Region’'s
secession bid.

In a Tuesday meeting in Tehran, Iran's Defense
Minister Brigadier General Amir Hatami and the
General Staff of Turkey Hulusi Akar discussed a
range of issues, with the focus on protection of the
territorial integrity of the countries in the region.

Highlighting Iran’s support for the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of all regional nations, General
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Hatami said mutual cooperation among Tehran,
Ankara and Baghdad would contribute to regional
stability and security and counter the separatist
moves.

Following the defeat of Daesh (ISIL) terrorist
group, the US and Israel have come up with a new
plot against the region, the Iranian minister war-
ned, saying they are seeking the partition of the
regional countries.

Iran and Turkey, two major and influential coun-
tries in the re